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   Our Vision 
Safe, reliable, and affordable water 
 
To achieve the vision for future water system in-
vestments, the District of Peachland recently com-
pleted a Water Master Plan.  This Plan provides a 
broad assessment of the District’s future water 
source, treatment, and distribution needs.  The 
Plan proposes a number of infrastructure im-
provements over the next 20 years, which fit 
within a longer-term (i.e. +50 year) vision for 
Peachland’s water utility. 
 
On February 20, 2007 the Draft Water Master 
Plan was presented to the public.  In an exit sur-
vey, many residents voiced concern for water is-
sues and indicated that they are taking steps to 
conserve water, particularly given our dry climate. 
Following revisions to the plan based on public in-
put, Peachland Council endorsed the Water Master 
Plan on April 10, 2007. 
 
The Water Master Plan puts forth a 20-year capi-
tal investment program worth an estimated $55.4 
million (based on 2006 dollars).  Highlights of the 
20-year investment program include the follow-
ing: 
 
New Water Treatment Plant, utilizing filtration 
technology to provide an enhanced level of treat-
ment; 
 
Major Trunk Upgrades, to integrate Peachland’s 
water systems and set the stage for the new 
treatment plant to service the entire District; 
 
Increased Reservoir Capacity, to provide re-
quired peaking, fire, and emergency storage; and, 
 
Promote Water Conservation through opera-
tional, education, regulatory and economic meas-
ures. 



Frequently A
sked Q

uestions 
How will the infrastructure upgrades be financed? 

To finance the estimated required capital invest-
ment of $55.4 million over the next 20 years, the 
Water Master Plan includes a business plan. The 
aim of this plan is to ensure that the cost of up-
grades is both affordable and equitable for Peach-
land residents and property owners.  As illustrated 
in the graph to the right, the financing strategy is 
based on a combination of Development Cost 
Charges (DCCs), Developer Pay-As-You-Go contri-
butions, senior government grants, and contribu-
tions from District residents and property owners, 
through water user fees and parcel taxes. 

Would the required investment still be needed if devel-
opment did not occur? 

How will I be impacted? 

The majority of the capital works, including water treatment, increased reservoir stor-
age, distribution improvements, are needed regardless of development pressures in 
Peachland.  Recent legislative changes and directives from the Interior Health Author-
ity require that water treatment, via filtration, be adopted for water systems relying on 
surface water sources. The Water Master Plan provides a balanced, phased approach in 
financing infrastructure improvements, and has been reviewed and endorsed by the 
Interior Health Authority. 

In order to fund the District’s portion of the investment, estimated at $18 million, 
there will be adjustments to water user rates, and a new capital water parcel tax will 
be levied District-wide. For 2007, an annual water parcel tax of $135 will be imple-
mented in order to fund the District’s portion of the proposed Water Treatment Plant 
by 2017.   

For further information, please contact: 
Director of Operations, District of Peachland 
5806 Beach Avenue, Peachland, BC  V0H 1X7 
Tel: (250) 767-2647 
Visit www.peachland.ca to view the full Water Master Plan 

Are developers paying their fair share? 

Through DCCs and Developer Pay-As-You-Go contributions, new development will con-
tribute its fair share of the cost associated with infrastructure upgrades needed to ac-
commodate new growth in the community. The existing water transmission DCC is be-
ing increased to reflect the Water Master Plan, and a new water treatment DCC is also 
being established. Between the DCCs and Developer Pay-As-You-Go contributions, it is 
estimated that developers will contribute approximately $26 million, or 47% of the re-
quired  funding for Water Master Plan investments. 

How is the metering program related to this? 

The Water Master Plan includes a 25% reduction in residential water use, in 
order to make the Plan more economical. This is an achievable target, as 
shown by similar communities who have implemented metering programs. 
Water metering also supports equitable billing (you pay for what you use) and 
improved operational monitoring. 
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