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The Corporation of the District of Peachland 

Highway 97 Committee 
August 20, 2012 - Meeting Minutes 

Quorum is 4 people 

Present: John Abernethy (Acting Chair), Councillor Terry Condon, Councillor Eric Hall, Moe Martin, David 

Matthew, Bert Put, Peter Warner, Bob Wells, and Louise Corbeil (Recording Secretary) 

Regrets:  Councillor Peter Schierbeck and Terry Tanner 

Public: Carol Brown 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

John Abernethy (Acting Chair) opened the meeting at 2:33 pm.  

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION – M/S (D. Matthew/B. Wells) CARRIED 

THAT the agenda be approved as circulated. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION – M/S (B. Wells/P. Warner) CARRIED 

 THAT the minutes of July 9, 2012 be approved as circulated.  

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

4.1. Call for Chair 

L. Corbeil called for nominations for the Chair position. J. Abernethy was asked if he would consider 

continuing to chair. He said he would conditionally, providing a new Society Executive was elected at its 

upcoming AGM. 

A nomination from the floor was received for J. Abernethy (T. Condon/B. Putt). Having no further 

nominations J. Abernethy was acclaimed as Chair of the Highway 97 Committee.  

Historical background information was provided for the new members. The Society updates the Committee 

on its activities and the Committee keeps the District Council updated. To this date the MoTI has not 

addressed the official requests submitted by both the Society and District of Peachland. A map of the possible 

alternate route was circulated.  

4.2. Mission Statement 

T. Condon provided an overview of previous discussions regarding changing the mission statement to better 

reflect the position or this committee and the Society. The proposed mission statement was read. The 

rationale for the change was a recognition that current and future changes planned for Hwy 97 at intersections 

through Peachland plus other projects that are within close proximity to the highway make it clear that the 

MoTI horizon for substantive change is unknown years away and that as more change is made to the 

highway, the less likely the economic opportunity exists for the 4-laning option. It was felt that there was 

currently an opportunity to advocate more strongly for the bypass option and to develop an economic model 

for Hwy 97 through Peachland as a scenic tourist route.  

MOTION – M/S (B. Put/B. Wells) CARRIED 

 THAT the mission statement: “To advocate the routing of a Highway 97 bypassing Peachland and the 

conversion of the existing highway to a local road will enhance the beauty, liveability, and economy of 

Peachland” be recommended to District Council for its approval.  

4.3. Princeton Rd Ownership/Classification Review - Deferred 

4.4. UBCO Partnership 

It may be possible to establish a relationship with UBCO now that the new school year will be starting. 

However it was noted that Mr. Lovegrove apparently likes to see some financial benefit. 

Action: B. Put to contact UBCO when the new school year begins 
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5. UPDATE REPORTS 

5.1. MoTI Update 

Beautification of local roads – T. Condon suggested that it may be best that the request come from the 

Society. It was noted that an architect may be best for this type of drawings. Discussion followed: One of the 

major issues is that commercial value is being lost along Hwy 97 properties because no decision is being 

made by MoTI. We know that MoTI does not want any traffic lights on the highway. It was noted that 

conditional approval has been granted for New Monaco and there is also the expansion at Langley Park will 

create two blockages for the expansion of the current highway. Lake Country is proceeding with an alternate 

highway bypassing Lake Country. Therefore there are no traffic delays like those incurred with the 

Summerland expansion.  Mayor Fielding will raise the issue again with the new Minister and MoTI at the 

next Union of Municipalities meeting. 

Action: B. Putt and T. Tanner will ensure there is a drawing of the possible alternate route 

5.2. Mayor Fielding Update 

Mayor Fielding is supportive of the direction that this committee is taking. 

5.3. Highway 97 Task Force (Society) Update 

An executive meeting was held this past week. The priority is to elect a new Chair for the Society. T. Cave will 

lead a recruiting campaign. The campaign will be directed to the Society’s volunteer list to help identify suitable 

candidates and elect a new executive. 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

6.1.  Website Content 

B. Wells provide a written summary of what he felt should be saved from the Society’s website. Discussion 

followed as to how we could place some information on the District of Peachland website or if the Society’s 

website should be maintained or not. It was felt that the Society’s website should be maintained at least until 

the Committee is on the District website. It was suggested that it may be best to simply have a link on the 

District website to a re-vamped Society website. However a proper webmaster would have to found to work 

on the Society website. 

Action:  T. Condon will ask E. Hayman to establish a working protocol 

 J. Abernethy to bring forward to Society Executive 

6.2. Bulletin 

J. Abernethy and B. Wells will draft an article of 300-350 words for the next District bulletin that is mailed 

out with the utility bills. The deadline is August 29.  

Action: B. Wells/J. Abernethy to draft article and forward to E. Hayman 

6.3. 2013 Schedule 

Monthly meetings were established by the Council template which doesn’t mean this could not be changed.  

It was suggested that we meet only every 2
nd

 month. This was tabled to the October meeting. 

6.4. Value Study 

J. Abernethy provided an overview of how to establish an appraised value. If the current highway becomes a 

Peachland road then the values of properties along the current Hwy 97 would be in the city’s control and they 

would rise. If the economic development impact can be shown then Government may be more receptive. 

6.5. Meeting with D. Albas 

The meeting with D. Albas was instructive. He was responsive but did stress that it was a provincial issue. 

However he would support the project federally. He felt it would be best to reinforce communications with 

the MoTI vs. the politicians. A meeting with MoTI should be established in the near future depending on 

results of Union of Municipalities meeting. In the meantime we should establish relationships with tourism 

and economic development. 

7. NEXT MEETING & ADJOURNMENT 

The September meeting was cancelled as the recording secretary will be away. The next meeting will be 

October 15, 2012. Having no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:40 pm. 

 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Acting Chair – John Abernethy Recording Secretary – Louise Corbeil  


