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The Corporation of the District of Peachland 

Highway 97 Committee 
October 15, 2012 - Meeting Minutes 

Quorum is 4 people 

Present: John Abernethy (Acting Chair), Councillor Terry Condon, Councillor Eric Hall, Moe Martin, David 

Matthew, Councillor Peter Schierbeck, Peter Warner, Bob Wells, and Louise Corbeil (Recording 

Secretary) 

Regrets:  Bert Put and Terry Tanner 

Public: Ted Cave 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

John Abernethy (Acting Chair) opened the meeting at 2:30 pm.  

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION – M/S (B. Wells/D. Matthew) CARRIED 

THAT the agenda be approved as circulated. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Terry Tanner arrived a few minutes late but was present at the August meeting 

MOTION – M/S (P. Schierbeck/B. Wells) CARRIED 

 THAT the minutes of August 20, 2012 be approved as corrected.  

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

4.1. Mission Statement 

The Council supported and approved the change to the Highway 97’s mission statement “To advocate the 

routing of Highway 97 bypassing, and the conversion of the existing highway to a local road that will 

enhance the beauty, livability, and economy of Peachland” at its August 28 meeting. The committee will now 

have to review its vision and objectives to ensure they support the new mission statement.  

Action:  Review vision and objectives at November 5 meeting 

MOTION – M/S (T. Condon/J. Abernethy) CARRIED 

 THAT the revised Mission Statement be received.  

4.2. 2013 Meeting Schedule 

The meeting schedule was circulated. It was noted that the Society AGM was scheduled for November 7 at 7 

pm at the Community Centre. It was agreed that this committee would meet on November 5 to approve the 

drafts that will be presented on behalf of this committee at the Society’s AGM. A delegation from this 

committee will be in attendance at the AGM. 

MOTION – M/S (P. Schierbeck/B. Wells) CARRIED 

 THAT the Committee Meeting Schedule be approved as present with the provision that it can be 

changed as needed.  

4.3. Princeton Rd Ownership/Classification Review 

This was carried over from the July 9
th
 meeting. J. Abernethy provided a brief review of the July discussion 

and that it would be beneficial to know the ownership and/or classification of Princeton. The District will 

maintain the road up to the landfill but not beyond that point. Discussion followed on where industrial traffic 

currently using Princeton Rd would be redirected. It was noted that the main intersection would not be at the 

foot of Princeton Rd should the current highway be four-laned as it was too close to the lake.  

Action: P. Schierbeck will investigate and report back 

4.4. UBCO Partnership – Nothing to report 

4.5. Website Content/ Bulletin 

It was confirmed that this committee could have a link through the District website. What is needed is someone 

from the Society who could work with Erin to determine what can be transferred from the Society’s website.  

The District newsletter has been mailed and included an article on Hwy 97. 
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5. UPDATE REPORTS 

5.1. MoTI Update 

Meeting with Minister Polak – Peachland Council met with the new Minister of Transportation Mary Polak on 

September 25. Council explained the information about the bypass and the need to control real estate for future 

consideration. She was very familiar with the proposal and very impressed with the number of members in the 

Highway Task Force Society supporting this proposal. Although there is a lack of current funding Ministry 

Polak thought the proposal had merit and would like to have it ready in approximately five years. She 

acknowledged that there was only a marginal difference in cost between a new bypass and 4-laning the current 

highway. She did meet with The West Kelowna Council who promoted the idea of a couplet but she felt the 

bypass was a better idea. She highly recommended that the Task Force membership remain active supporters of 

the bypass. 

Drought Road Improvements – A new stop sign and painted lines were recently added to Drought Rd to 

improve the safety. Unfortunately the Ministry had not notified the District Council or residents of the upcoming 

improvements. A meeting is scheduled for October 16 with residences to explain the new safety changes. 

Reflectors will also be place on the mountain side before winter. Additional lighting will not be added due to 

cost. Discussion followed regarding the increased traffic observed since the new traffic lights were installed. 

Fine tuning will be required to facilitate the flow of traffic. The committee also discussed the possible ripple 

effects as upgrades are completed. The District will be a partner in the case study to be completed by the 

Ministry.  

5.2. Mayor Fielding Update 

It was acknowledged that the mayor had a great article in the newspaper. He also led a good meeting with 

Minister Polak and the lines of communications are open with the Ministry. Mayor Fielding has expressed 

interest in the bypass. 

5.3. Highway 97 Task Force Society Update 

The Task Force Society needs community-minded people that can bring new ideas. The upcoming AGM will 

hopefully elect a new senior executive that will help inject new ideas and excitement and promote membership. 

Nomination Chair, T. Cave, provided an update. He welcomed any suggestions. The Task Force must revive 

communication with Westbank First Nation, Economic Development Commission, and the Ministry. It was 

suggested that regular emails to members to keep them informed would keep interest. An email regarding the 

upcoming AGM and election was sent out to members but was not received by members that sit on this 

committee. T. Cave will follow-up to see what may have happened.  

6. NEW BUSINESS 

6.1. Presentation at the Highway 97 Task Force Society AGM 
The Highway 97 Committee will provide an overview of activities at the Society’s AGM. Therefore it was 

recommended that drafts be prepared and reviewed at our November 5 meeting. 

Subject matters: 

 Road Upgrading– potential impact of upgrading  the highway – promote answers to the difficult questions 

for future engineering report – Action: P. Schierbeck 

 Website – Need to establish what should be kept and linked – Action: J. Abernethy 

 Membership – Provide “sizzle” such as significant impact of what can happen to Hwy 97 should the bypass 

be built. Public needs to visualize the bypass and what would happen with the current highway. It is critical 

that we have drawings of what the foreshore would look like and the direct cost of the mitigation of the 

highway (elimination of harm).  Action: T. Condon to follow up with B. Putt and T. Tanner. T. Cave 

volunteered to help if needed.  

7. NEXT MEETING & ADJOURNMENT 

The next meeting will be November 5, 2012.  

Having no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:35 pm. 

 

 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Acting Chair – John Abernethy Recording Secretary – Louise Corbeil  


