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The Corporation of the District of Peachland 

Highway 97 Committee 
May 6, 2013 - Meeting Minutes 

Quorum is 4 people 

Present: John Abernethy (Chair), Councillor Eric Hall, David Matthew, Bert Put, Councillor Peter Schierbeck, 

Terry Tanner, Peter Warner, Bob Wells, and Louise Corbeil (Recording Secretary) 

Regrets:   Councillor Terry Condon, and Moe Martin 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

John Abernethy opened the meeting at 2:32 pm.  

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION – M/S (P. Schierbeck/D. Matthew) CARRIED 

THAT the agenda be approved as amended. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION – M/S (P. Schierbeck/L. Corbeil) CARRIED 

 THAT the minutes of April 8, 2013 be approved as circulated.  

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

4.1. Air Pollution Follow-up – Deferred 

4.2. Letter to Editor of The View 

The letter did appear in The View and the study was a focus at the all candidates’ meeting. Discussion followed 

on how supportive The View has been and if they would agree to publish a monthly update.  

Discussion followed as to what should be our next steps. It was agreed that we need to:  

1) Be persistence  

2)  Have a voice through the District of Peachland  

3)  Be friendly yet aggressive  

4)  Be clear as to what we want  

5) Send a letter to the new Minister as soon as he/she is named with copies to MOTI Regional Office in 

Kamloops and to M. Takano 

6) If need be that we communicate what we want and request an update each week 

5. UPDATE REPORTS 

5.1. Mayor Fielding Update 

The MOTI meeting took place and the undertaking was that the work plan for Hwy 97 would be documented 

and delivered to Elsie by the end of April. The draft was indeed received Friday. MOTI has requested a meeting 

with staff the week May 20. After that meeting Council and this committee will be privy to the content of the 

document. Council will attempt to meet with the Minister in the fall. 

Dan Ashton – Mr. Ashton was unequivocal at the All Candidates’ meeting and in support of the completion of 

the business case study. Effectively he corrected a previous statement. 

5.2. MOTI Update  

Peachland is most likely one of the rare communities that needs to know in advance where the highway will be 

as several major projects that have been approved can not move forward until MOTI makes a decision.  

It was suggested that should the MOTI/staff meeting be held in proximity to Peachland that it would be easy to 

provide a guided tour of Peachland and show key areas of concern for why a bypass is the best option. It was 

stressed that it was important to show the uniqueness of Peachland. 

Congestion from West Kelowna to Kelowna has been increasing and will only continue to do so. It was 

suggestion that we revive the ideas of a bypass. It was felt that this would be a waste of time as West Kelowna 

has no intention of considering a bypass and has declined the invitation to be part of this committee. It was best 

to work with the Westbank First Nation. 
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MOTI does want a four-lane highway from the US border to up-north. Apparently there is a ruling that MOTI 

can not hold land for more than 5 years. P. Schierbeck will follow-up on this ruling. 

Discussion followed that a tourism study should be done using R. Fine. The Society should do the leg work. P. 

Schierbeck will be meeting with R. Fine and will discuss the idea with him and will invite him to meet with this 

committee. 

Peachland’s population will double in the next 15 years. The need for a six-lane highway is not far out. We 

should compile traffic statistics. This could be done by society members – have people at both ends of town and 

two in between. We would include cars, trucks, and RVs. One person would take counts going south, the other 

going north. It was suggested that the locations be the same as the MOTI traffic counts (6 groups of 2).  

MOTION:  It was moved that the Highway 97 Society collect traffic data in the same locations as the 

MOTI traffic counts (6 groups of 2). (T. Tanner/P. Warner) CARRIED 

Action: P. Schierbeck to follow-up on MOTI 5-year ruling 

 P. Schierbeck to investigate possible tourism survey with R. Fine 

 P. Schierbeck to invite R. Fine to meet with committee 

5.3. Highway 97 Task Force Society Update 

B. Put recruited 12 new members. Chairman, Bruce Letendre, has things in control and has established good 

communication with the Peachland Council. NDP candidate has sent communication – will respond. T. Tanner 

has sent the open letter. The Society needs to have a phone committee to ensure we have an accurate 

membership list. 

6. NEW BUSINESS  

6.1. Action Plan 

The committee will formalize ideas and timelines at the next meeting. 

Next steps 

 Persistent communication with MOTI 

 Tourism study 

 Traffic study 

 Approach The View for monthly highway update 

7. NEXT MEETING & ADJOURNMENT 

The next meeting will be June 3, 2013 at the Council Chamber. 

Having no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:45 pm. 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Acting Chair – John Abernethy Recording Secretary – Louise Corbeil  


