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The Corporation of the District of Peachland 

Highway 97 Committee 
October 7, 2013 - Meeting Minutes 

Quorum is 4 people 

Present: John Abernethy (Chair), Councillor Terry Condon, Councillor Eric Hall, Bert Put, Terry Tanner, Peter 

Warner, Bob Wells, and Louise Corbeil (Recording Secretary) 

Regrets:  David Matthew and Councillor Peter Schierbeck  

Public: Bruce Letendre 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

J. Abernethy called the meeting to order at 2:32 pm.  

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION – M/S (B. Wells/B. Put) CARRIED 

THAT the agenda be approved as circulated. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION – M/S (L. Corbeil/E. Hall) CARRIED 

 THAT the minutes of August 6, 2013 be approved as circulated.  

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

4.1. Action Plan – It was agreed that an action plan at this time was irrelevant and can be brought forward at a 

later time if needed. 

5. UPDATE REPORTS 

5.1. MOTI Update 

Mike Lorimer (new MOTI Regional Director) – Meeting – J. Abernethy provided an overview of his meeting 

with M. Lorimer. A definitive cost comparison of a bypass vs. an upgrade in place could cost $1.5 million but 

applicable elements would not have to be repeated for the chosen alternative. A super bypass would be 

extremely expensive. However that would not necessarily rule it out but there are approximately 20 files of 

pending highway upgrading projects to be addressed and there was not enough money for all. It will come down 

to political decisions as to which file gets priority. As of Friday there was no further information on a feasibility 

study. M. Lorimer conceded that an economic case to be made for a Peachland bypass would be much easier 

now than it was ten years ago. However government would most likely do incremental studies until they have 

the information required. The Peachland bypass is now part of a Valley transportation plan vs. only a stand-

alone bypass. A conceptual schedule was to be developed. It was noted that Highway 97 upgrades had begun 

near Vaseux Lake. A Peachland bypass is very important to the viability of a West Kelowna bypass. We won’t 

see much happening in the next few months. Discussion will resume most likely early next year. The study will 

have to be a budgeted item. Discussion followed on what this committee could do in the interim to keep the 

issue on the forefront. This will depend on what the Strategic Transportation Partnership of the Central 

Okanagan (STPCO) will be mandated to do. It was suggested that a report on some of the changes that would 

happen because of the bypass and the economic benefits be provided to Mayor Fielding. It was noted that the 

Peachland Chamber of Commerce was interested in getting involved.  

Actions: T. Condon will provide an update on the STPCO (Mayors Task Force)  

 T. Condon will chair a small group to prepare bypass benefits study outline for the mayor 

MOTION:  It was moved that T. Condon lead a committee to prepare a report for Mayor Fielding on the 

economic implication of a bypass vs. non-bypass (J. Abernethy/P. Warner) CARRIED 

Moving Forward – It may be a good idea for the Society to schedule a few more traffic surveys including one 

during the winter months.  

5.2. Mayor Fielding Update  

T. Condon provided an overview of the recent Union of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) annual 

conference (see attached report). T. Condon is hoping to meet with Chief Louie in the next few weeks. 



 

Hwy 97 Committee Minutes – October 7, 2013 2 of 2 

5.3. Highway 97 Task Force Society Update 

Free rental at Community Centre – The Society recently sent a request to the Peachland District that all costs be 

waived as it is a non-profit organization. It was noted that a number of requests have also been submitted. Staff 

is trying to establish a policy to meet the needs of all groups. 

Concerns of Community – B. Letendre stated that the main concern that the community had was that the current 

highway would be widened. The Society needs to stay vigilant and continue keeping the issues in the forefront 

whenever possible. 

Meeting with D. Albas – B. Letendre met with D. Albas who was in favour of the actions the Society was 

taking. He confirmed that there would be federal involvement but that the main thrust would be provincial. The 

same message was received from B. Stewart – that it would be a political decision. 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

6.1. Challenge 

J. Abernethy challenged the committee members to take a few minutes to write down what would be the 

advantages of a bypass and forward their ideas to T. Condon. J. Abernethy volunteered to contact M. Lorimer to 

determine if land has already been marked out for a possible bypass. 

Actions: All to forward their ideas on the advantages of a bypass to T. Condon 

 J. Abernethy to contact M. Lorimer re: land marked out for bypass 

7. NEXT MEETING & ADJOURNMENT 

The next regular meeting will be Monday, November 4 at 2:30 pm in Council Chambers. Having no other 

business the meeting was adjourned at 3:42 pm. 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Chair – John Abernethy Recording Secretary – Louise Corbeil  


