
Mayor’s Task Force on Climate Change 

January 25, 2012 - Meeting Notes 

 

Present: Chair Fielding, Councillor Kerbes, Patricia Guest, Carson Todd, Mike Seibert, Director of 
Planning and Development Services Dave Smith, Planning Technician Paul Dupuis  

Regrets: Bert Put 

Chair opened the meeting at 1:30 p.m.  
 
The minutes from November 30, 2011 were adopted by the Task Force.  
 
Colin Doylend of Rain City Strategies gave a presentation via Skype regarding co-operative business 
models and how they may be used by municipalities to encourage and promote renewable energy 
development within local contexts.  The Task Force was interested in the concept and it was determined 
that Rain City Strategies will submit a proposal for further investigation regarding a renewable energy co-
operative within Peachland.  
 
Allisha Luther (UBCO and GreenStep) presented her Master’s Thesis research findings.   It was found 
that Peachland has more policies than Armstrong regarding sustainable community development, 
especially within the category of land use.  It was found that some of the key reasons for Peachland being 
farther along the sustainability continuum had much to do with governance.  That is the District of 
Peachland has three planning staff to work on these initiatives.  Whereas, the City of Armstrong contracts 
out planning services through the Regional District of the North Okanagan which means that the level of 
work needed to promote and forward sustainability initiatives is much less.  It was also noted that 
demographics may also be a key contributor.  Allisha noted that although both populations are aging the 
Peachland population is comprised of more amenity migrants that retire in Peachland from larger city 
centres.  This is in stark contrast to an Armstrong population that for the most part, is one that has resided 
within Armstrong for the majority of their lives.  
 
Angela Reid Nagy and Allisha gave a brief description of the services that are offered by GreenStep.  
They noted that they run workshops and have experience with community outreach and education.   
 
It was noted that Council at its January 10, 2012 meeting had referred the solar hot water ready bylaw 
amendments to the Mayor’s Task Force on Climate Change for comment.  The Task Force had significant 
discussion regarding the costs of the regulation to developers.  It was agreed that the costs of the 
regulation were insignificant compared to the costs incurred in the future to upgrade these buildings. A 
report will be forwarded to Council that will present why the Mayor’s Task Force believes these 
amendments should be adopted by Council.   
 
The Task Force went over the Draft Terms of Reference for the new committee to advise the Mayor’s 
Task Force.  It was decided that the name of the committee should be “Community Advisory Committee 
on Climate Change (CACCC).  There were some minor revisions to be made to the Terms of Reference 
and then it should come back to the Task Force at the next meeting.  
 
As a last item it was noted that both Dave Smith and Paul Dupuis from the planning department would be 
attending the Building Sustainable Communities Conference at the end of February, beginning of March.  
Due to this it was suggested that the next meeting be scheduled a week early.  For Wednesday February 
22, 2012 at 1:30 p.m.  
 
Adjournment: 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:05 p.m.  

 
 
 
 


