
Mayor’s Task Force on Climate Change 

May 9, 2012- Meeting Notes 

 

Present: Chair Fielding, Councillor Kerbes, Patricia Guest, Wayne Powers, Bert Put, Mike Seibert, 
Wilfred Mueller, Dave Smith (Director of Planning), Paul Dupuis (Planning Technician).   

Regrets: N/A 

Chair opened the meeting at 1:30 p.m.  
 
The minutes from March 28, 2012 were adopted by the Task Force.  
 
To begin the meeting the Mayor introduced Wayne Power as a new member of the committee.  Wayne 
was chosen following the resignation of Carson Todd from the Committee. 
 
Patricia Guest gave a presentation on food security and linked the presentation to Climate Change.  
Through discussion it was noted that many municipalities within British Columbia and Canada have 
policies regarding food security.  It was suggested that the District of Peachland should assess the 
possibility of creating a food security policy.  It was noted that perhaps such a project could be community 
led through the Fall Fair and agricultural community within Peachland.  This will be addressed further 
moving forward. 
 
The Renewable Energy Opportunities Terms of Reference (TOR) and Request for Proposal (RFP) was 
presented to the Task Force.  The main concern was that there should be mention of what renewable 
energy means or pertains too regarding the study.  Some amendments to the TOR and RFP will be made 
based on the comments. 
 
There was a brief recap of the first meeting with the Community Advisory Committee on Climate Change 
(CACCC)  It was noted that the meeting was the first introductory session for the CACCC and that 
another meeting should be scheduled for May 30, 2012 following the regularly scheduled Mayor’s Task 
Force Meeting.   
 
A verbal update was given on the sustainability checklist and a copy provided the Mayor’s Task Force 
members.  The members of the committee thought the checklist was very encompassing and well done.  
It was noted that some items are already required and perhaps the list should not include them.  
However, as discussion ensued it was decided that any attempt of educating developers of the items was 
important.  For this reason it was decided that the items remain on the checklist. 
 
A verbal update on the District of Peachland Community and Energy Emissions Plan (CEEP) was given.  
Essentially, that Council received the Final CEEP at the Council meeting of April 24, 2012. 
 
A verbal update regarding Carpool.ca was given.  That the District is engaging in the program for 2012. 
 
A number of other business items were discussed.  It was noted that the Fortis BC Livesmart Bc Lighting 
Incentive Program is only for small businesses and not municipalities.  However it was noted that the 
District of Peachland is on a waiting list for a program to be announced for non-profits and governments 
to upgrade lighting.  As more information becomes available to District staff the Committee will be 
updated.   
 
Solar hot water grants from the Federal and Provincial government are not the same as last year.  There 
are currently no grants available at the time.  Therefore, it was noted that the District of Peachland was 
still willing to put $2500.00 towards a solar hot water installation for the project.  Further updates will 
follow. 
 
A lively discussion around Smart Meters ensued.  Wilfred Mueller a member of the committee provided 
some valuable knowledge and expertise to the discussion.  Basically, it was noted that the health effects 
of the meters are significantly less than the regular use of a cell phone.  More importantly, it was noted 
that there are concerns from citizens about how the technology may be used to invade people’s privacy.  



Wilfred explained that the technology could be used for this but that this was and will not be the intent of 
the meters.  The meters are designed to monitor use so that power streams can be managed.  Supply 
and demand.  Wilfred made the point that the overall benefit to the electrical grid is substantial.  
 
Adjournment: 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m.  

 
 
 
 


