
Mayor’s Task Force on Climate Change 

July 25, 2012- Meeting Notes 

 

Present:  Mayor Fielding (Chair), Councillor Kerbes, Mike Seibert, Wilfred Mueller, Wayne Power, Dave 
Smith (Director of Planning [acting chair]), Paul Dupuis (Planning Technician).  

Regrets: Patricia Guest 
 
Chair opened the meeting at 1:30 p.m.  
 
The minutes from the June 27, 2012 meeting were adopted.   
 
The Director of Community Services spoke to potential amendments to the Corporate Building 
Heating/Cooling Temperature Standards Policy PRO-026.   It was explained that it has been difficult for 
Community Services to adhere to the policy and provide the level of service required at the Community 
Centre.  The Committee agreed that revisions to the policy should be made based on the feedback 
received from the Director of Community Services and that those amendments should be forwarded to 
Council.  
 
The heating/cooling temperature standards policy amendments will be forwarded to Council by 
staff. 
 
Keith McPherson from the BC Pacific Green Organization came to speak to the committee about a 
“Smart” Street Lighting Project.  Keith explained that his organization is a not for profit that seeks to 
distribute new technologies that reduce energy consumption.  For this project he noted that his 
organization indirectly receives a subsidy from the Province through the Innovative Clean Energy Fund 
(ICE). This fund is funded by the Province through the Carbon Tax that has been placed on gasoline 
within B.C. Essentially, the BC Pacific Green Organization receives a portion of the money back on the 
cost of the new technologies employed within local communities thereby reducing the overall cost of the 
new technology.  In this case the technology is lights that talk wirelessly thereby making it easier to 
control lighting in specific areas (adaptive light technology).  i.e. in some areas it may be possible to dim 
lights lower at certain times where it is found that the level of light given by a particular street light is not 
necessitated.  This allows the District to better manage its energy consumption.  It was noted that this 
technology can be used on existing lights as a retrofit or that it can be used in conjunction with new LED 
lights.  Keith also noted that one community that has adopted this system and is showing good results is 
Prince George. Important to note is that the BC Pacific Green Organization guarantees that they can do a 
lighting retrofit that will pay itself back in a maximum of 5 years and that they would work with the District 
to facilitate this.  
 
The Committee expressed interest in the potential of such a project to have an impact on the District’s 
ability to reduce energy and green house gases while saving money.  Some things that may be a 
challenge for the District moving forward may include the fact that currently the District is paying a 
premium per Kilowatt Hour for lights owned by BC Hydro.  There was some discussion as to whether or 
not there may be an opportunity to take over ownership of BC Hydro lights so that the overall cost to the 
District would be less.  In addition to the premium being paid if those lights were to be retrofitted with new 
technologies the District may save even more money and energy while reducing overall GHG emissions.  
This possibility is something the District will investigate moving forward.  
 
The committee asked that an information report be brought back to the committee that explores 
these options and their financial outcomes.  
 
The committee had a discussion regarding the tour that was taken at FINK Machines in Enderby earlier 
that morning.  That system in Enderby is a District Energy low temperature hydronic (water) loop that is 
used to facilitate the heating and cooling of buildings on that system.  The hydronic Loop is run by a high 
efficiency biomass burner with an automatic feeder for the fuel.  It was noted by the committee members 
that the feasibility of such a system relies on the cost and access to the fuel needed to run the high 
efficiency boiler.  It was also noted that the Renewable Energy Opportunities Study will provide some 



higher level feasibility regarding such a system. Overall the committee was very impressed with the tour 
and think that it does have some potential given the proper assessment of its long term feasibility.  
 
This issue will be referred to the the consultants that are conducting the Renewable Energy 
Opportunities Study for their consideration.  
 
The Draft Community Energy and Emissions Inventory (CEEI) as developed by the Province was 
reviewed by the committee it was noted that the Province was requiring feedback on the Draft CEEI’s by 
July 31, 2012.  Paul Dupuis asked the committee to forward any concerns or anomalies to him and that 
he would provide a reply regarding the Peachland CEEI to the Province.  
 
The responses from the Task Force on Climate Change are expected not later than July 31, 2012 
 
A verbal update was given regarding the Renewable Energy Opportunities Study.  It was noted that 
Morrison-Hershfield in partnership with the Community Energy Association and JDQ Engineering was 
awarded the contract.   
 
 
Adjournment: 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.  

 
 
 
 


