
 

 

Mayor’s Task Force on Climate Change 

September 19, 2012 - Meeting Notes 

 

Present:  Mayor Fielding (Chair), Mike Seibert, Wilfred Mueller, Bert Putt, Dave Smith (Director of 
Planning), Paul Dupuis (Planning Technician), Patricia Guest, Wayne Powers.   

Regrets: Councillor Kerbes 
 
Chair opened the meeting at 1:05 p.m.  
 
The minutes from the August 29, 2012 meeting were adopted as amended.  
 
A verbal update was given by Paul Dupuis regarding a tour of the District of Lake Country hydroelectric 
facility.  It was noted that after contacting the District it was found that the facility is currently under repair.  
Due to this and other constraints at the District of Lake Country it was suggested that the tour take place 
at a later date.  Paul Dupuis noted that he will continue to be in contact with District of Lake Country staff 
and when appropriate a tour will be organized.  
 
The MTFCC supports continued efforts for a tour of the Lake Country hydroelectric facility when 
appropriate.   
 
A letter to the Mayor from the Green Communities Committee was provided for information to the 
MTFCC.  Essentially, the letter explained that there will be a Green Communities Committee Climate 
Action Recognition Program that will recognize those communities that: 
 

1. Progress on Charter Commitments 
2. Measurement – establish a Corporate carbon inventory 
3. Achievement of Carbon Neutrality – those that are carbon neutral in 2012 reporting year will 

receive a climate action community logo.  
 
The letter also provides information regarding the submission for the UBCM Community Excellence 
Awards and provided web links for the ongoing support for local governments.  
 
The MTFCC discussed in detail where the District of Peachland is in relation to the information provided 
in the letter.  It was noted that the District is making progress towards carbon neutrality but is not currently 
carbon neutral and will not likely be in 2012.  Discussion ensued regarding what steps may need to be 
taken to become carbon neutral.  It was noted that the District needs to work towards a better 
understanding of offsets and carbon credits and how those may or may not be an option for the District 
moving forward towards carbon neutrality.  
 
In relation to the UBCM award for excellence it was noted that the District will not apply in 2012 but that 
the District should seek to submit for the award in 2013.  It was noted that the current Renewable Energy 
Opportunities Study may be the focus of such an application for the award in 2013.  
 
The MTFCC supports a submission for the UBCM Community Excellence Awards in 2013.  This 
may include a submission regarding the in progress Renewable Energy Opportunities Study.  
 
Paul Dupuis presented information regarding the Plug in BC program.  The Plug in BC program is a 
Provincial initiative being launched through the Fraser Basin Council to provide public electric vehicle plug 
in stations throughout the Province.  It was noted that available funding for an EV station installation could 
be as much as 75%.  This would mean the District would be required to provide 25% of the total cost and 
to be eligible for the 75% from the Province would have to commit to continued support and running of the 
new stations.  It was noted that the estimated cost of an EV station was approximately $7,000.00.  
Therefore, the District portion would be approximately $2,000.00 for such a project.  
 
There was some concern expressed regarding the feasibility of such stations so early during the transition 
to electric vehicles.  Furthermore, some questioned the reality of electric vehicles being the future answer 



 

 

to transportation.  It was noted that there is already concerns regarding the ability of electrical utilities to 
continue to provide increasing supply due to increasing demand when it comes to electricity globally. The 
advent of electric vehicles on mass will further challenge electrical utilities in providing the necessary 
electricity required in this regard.  In addition,  although BC is mainly hydro electricity and therefore 
carbon neutral this is not the case globally where much electricity is both coal or nuclear generated.  
Moreover, it was noted that even though BC electricity is hydro electric there is still a significant impact 
environmentally when considering the provision of hydroelectric power through dams.  In essence, the 
MTFCC felt that there are still currently too many questions regarding the future feasibility of electric cars 
generally and that the installation of Electrical EV stations may be too preliminary at this point.  However, 
the MTFCC requested more information regarding plans for transition to electrical vehicles.  For instance, 
questions were asked regarding the car manufacturers future plans for electric car implementation. In 
short, the MTFCC felt as if there is not currently enough information to make a sound decision regarding 
the allocation of financial resources to such a project at this time.  
 
The MTFCC has requested more information be provided regarding the transition to electrical 
vehicles.  
 
The MTFCC does not support the application for electrical EV stations through the Plug in BC 
Program at this time.  
 
Paul Dupuis provided a verbal update regarding an information report to be provided to the MTFCC 
regarding the “Smart – LED Street Lighting Project”.  It was noted that staff is currently working closely 
with Keith McPherson of the Pacific Green Energy Initiative to provide the calculations of potential 
savings to the District regarding the installation of LED lighting with the street light intelligence system (a 
wireless communication adaptor that controls lighting levels).    
 
It was noted that an important consideration regarding the project may be the possible takeover in 
ownership of street lighting that is currently owned and maintained by BC Hydro.  This is due to the 
increased premium the District pays regarding those lights, which is 5 times more than what the District 
pays per KW hour for the lights the District owns.  It was discussed that if these lights were District owned 
the cost savings to the District without even retrofitting the lights may see a substantial savings in their 
energy costs.    As such the MTFCC recommended that the District investigate the possibilities of taking 
over ownership of those lights currently owned by BC Hydro within the District.  
 
The MTFCC recommended that a report be provided to Council that recommends that the District 
investigate the possibility of acquiring ownership of BC Hydro lights within the District of 
Peachland. 
 
The MTFCC discussed the agenda for October: 
 

 A summary of progress should be provided regarding the Renewable Energy Opportunities 
Study. 

 It was noted that it was time to meet with the Community Advisory Committee on Climate Change 
and that an agenda be created and a meeting organized for October.  

 An information report regarding the LED Smart Street Lighting Project will be provided.  
 
Adjournment: 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:05 p.m.  

 
 
 
 


