
 

 

Mayor’s Task Force on Climate Change 

November 28, 2012 - Meeting Notes 
 

Present:   Mayor Fielding, Councillor Kerbes, Bert Putt, Patricia Guest, Mike Seibert,  Paul Dupuis 
(Planning Technician).  

Regrets:  Wayne Power, Wilfred Mueller, Dave Smith (Director of Planning) 
 
Chair opened the meeting at 1:35 p.m.  
 
The minutes from the October 31, 2012 meeting were adopted.  
 
New Monaco Partnership Presentation 
 
Mark Holland of New Monaco Enterprises and Dr. Keith Kulver of UBCO came and discussed an 
opportunity for partnership with the District of Peachland and other stakeholders to apply for a 
Collaborative Research and Development Grant from the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada (NSERC). The grant, if approved, would be used to study the implementation of 
sustainable development initiatives.  Particularly it would be used to hire two post-doctoral engineers from 
UBCO to a study two key areas important to sustainable community development.  
 

1. Innovative Water / Wastewater / Stormwater 
2. Innovative Energy systems 

 
The District as a partner to the application for the NSERC grant would join the other partners (New 
Monaco, Fortis BC, Urban Systems Ltd and Aplin Martin Consultants Ltd) in providing a financial 
contribution to the initial application.  It was explained that that equal portion would equal a total 9of 
$8750.00 ($2500,00 [water portion] and $6250.00 [energy portion]).  UBCO would not be a financial 
contributor.  They would use the funds to conduct the research, if the grant were to be approved.  
 
The MTFCC expressed that the project would be in line with the initiatives that the District has been 
promoting over the years and that a partnership to the project would make sense.  It was also noted that 
there is a significant amount of financial leverage with the project.  That is, the research conducted as a 
result of this would be very beneficial to the District regarding future sustainable community development 
and would be done at a very reasonable cost to the District. 
 
The MTFCC gave support to the partnership and recommended that a report regarding early 
budget approval for the project be forwarded to Council for consideration.   
 
Lake Country Hydroelectric Project Tour 
 
An update was given regarding going on a tour of the Lake Country hydroelectric facility.  It was noted 
that the MTFCC could go on the tour in the first week of December if members were available to do so.  It 
was decided that instead of December the MTFCC would set up a tour in January 2013. 
 
The MTFCC requested that staff organize a tour of the hydroelectric facility in Lake Country for 
January 2013. 
 
Alternative Energy Opportunity Study 
 
An update was given to the MTFCC regarding the project.  It was noted that the project deadline has 
been extended to address some points of clarification regarding the assessment of hydroelectric 
capability.  This clarification was requested following the presentation that was given on the preliminary 
findings of the report. 
 
Staff will continue to work with Morrison Hershfield and Urban Systems to clarify the assessment 
before a draft report is submitted to the District for review.  
 



 

 

Community Advisory Committee on Climate Change (CACCC) 
 
The Mayor explained that he would like to take a new approach with the CACCC moving forward.  A letter 
has been drafted to invite the group to a workshop to be held sometime in January (date pending).  The 
idea of the workshop is to facilitate ideas from the group about what projects may be initiated within 
Peachland. 
 
Staff will organize a workshop for the CACCC in January 2013.  
 
Community Greenhouse 
 
Patricia Guest facilitated a discussion regarding greenhouses.  She showed how communities from 
around the province are embracing local agricultural and community gardens.  She showed how a new 
greenhouse system can be used year round in our climate to produce food.   
 
The MTFCC like the idea and it was noted that currently the District provides support for community 
garden beds at the Wellness Centre. It was suggested that perhaps an expansion of that program could 
be possibility in the future. 
 
Patricia will discuss opportunities with the Wellness Centre and see if there may be opportunities 
to aid with the development of that program. 
 
Other Business 
 
There is a program where electronics are recycled and any money for that recycling is then passed on to 
the United Way in the form of a donation.  The program is simple to employ, they provide boxes for the 
recycling and when full they are mailed to the recycler at no cost to the District.  A cheque is then sent to 
the United Way. 
 
All agreed the idea and concept was a very good one.  A point of discussion related to where the best 
places may be to have these boxes. 
 
The MTFCC gave support to the initiative and staff will work towards implementation of the 
program. 
 
Adjournment: 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.  

 
 
 
 


