
 

 

Mayor’s Task Force on Climate Change 

February 27, 2013 - Meeting Notes 
 

Present:   Mayor Fielding, Councillor Kerbes, Mike Seibert, Bert Putt, Wayne Powers, Patricia Guest 
Dave Smith (Director of Planning), Paul Dupuis (Planning Technician).  

Regrets:  Wilfred Mueller 
 
Chair opened the meeting at 1:35 p.m.  
 
The minutes from the January 30, 2013 meeting were adopted as amended. 
 
Lake Country Hydro-Electric Tour Discussion 
 
The group discussed the tour of the hydro electric facility at Lake Country.  It was agreed that the tour 
was very informative.  The main discussion revolved around the project and how it may relate to 
Peachland.  Some key points learned on the tour were discussed, these included,  
 

 That such a project can take a long time.  It took approximately 13 years for Lake Country from 
the initial concept to implementation. 

 Lake Country could not have done the project without the grants they received.  In fact, they 
upgraded the turbine to a 1.1 Gigawatt (originally 700 Megawatt).  This was done to maximize 
the availability of grants. 

 The water was already piped to the location which decreased the cost significantly 

 The facility was not far from the existing power grid,.  Therefore, connection was possible at a 
feasible cost. 

 Lake Country has a contract with BC Hydro to buy excess power from the plant.  If there is a 
system failure due to BC Hydro, Lake Country is still paid. 

 Annually the electricity produced from the domestic water flows in Lake Country (much higher 
than in Peachland) pays for the annual cost of the plant. Profit is made based on the annual 
freshet. 

 
The Mayor noted that he has a copy of the Case Study for the project and that it he will make it available 
to members if they are interested in reading it.  
 
The MTFCC received the information.  
 
Renewable Energy Opportunities Study (Morrison Hershfield) 
Morrison Hershfield (MH) had presented their preliminary findings to the MTFCC in late 2012.  MH’s 
preliminary conclusion based on the analysis of hydro electric potential was that it would not be feasible 
due to low domestic load and water availability.  This raised some concerns because the prelimnary 
findings were contradictory to a report by Urban Systems regarding water quality, which suggested that 
there was hydro electric potential based upon their analysis.  Therefore, staff was asked to investigate 
why this may have been the case.  It was found that MH and USL had used different assumptions 
regarding the availability of water.  Both USL and MH agreed that they could meet and collaborate on the 
base assumptions that should be used in the analysis.  To do this the total additional cost to the project 
would be $25,000.00.   
 
A report was forwarded to Council recommending that a budget of $25,000.00 be approved so that this 
could be accomplished.  Council referred the matter back to staff.  It was made clear that a report 
showing the differences in the studies come back to Council.   
 
The MTFCC discussed the two options moving forward. These were, 
 

1. That Council approve the budget so that the two firms work together and come to assumptions 
that both felt were appropriate.  

2. That Council deny the budget request and just have MH finalize the report.  
 



 

 

The members saw value in both approaches, however there was some concern regarding the cost 
associated with option 1.  It was expressed that perhaps MH should just finalize the study and that 
Council in the future could decide whether or not a more detailed feasibility study should be undertaken. 
 
The MTFCC received the information. 
 
Community Advisory Committee on Climate Change (CACCC) Workshop 
 
It was noted that a workshop was organized for the CACCC so that the group could brainstorm about 
projects that could be done within the Community.  .  Peter Robinson from the Community Energy 
Association was the facilitator for the workshop.   Unfortunately, the turnout was very poor.  Those that 
were in attendance worked on an outreach action plan.  That action plan was presented to the MTFCC.  
Some of the action items include: 
 

 BC Hydro energy kits are available for low income residents.  Therefore action will be taken to 
work with BC Hydro to roll out the program in Peachland. 

 A kiosk will be developed that can be used at local community events throughout the year to 
promote objectives relating to climate action.  The subject matter will relate to the event. i.e. 
World of Wheels = promotion of electric and hybrid vehicles.  

 The Mayor and staff will attend the quarterly community roundtable held at the community centre. 
 
The MTFCC received the information. 
 
Other Business 
 
N/A 
 
Adjournment: 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:20 p.m. 

 
 
 
 


