
 

 

Mayor’s Task Force on Climate Change 

May 29, 2013 – Meeting Notes 
 

Present:   Mayor Fielding, Bert Putt, Paul Dupuis (Planning Technician) Dave Smith (Director of 
Planning). 

Regrets:  Councillor Kerbes, Wilfred Mueller, Wayne Powers, Patricia Guest, Mike Seibert 
 
Guests:  Gilles Lesage, Josh Bliddok, Julie McGuire (planner from the District of Summerland).  
 
Chair opened the meeting at 2:05 p.m.  
 
The minutes from the April 24, 2013 meeting were adopted as amended.  
 
Energy Efficient Grant – Total Home Solutions (Gilles Lesage)  
 
Gilles Lesage of Total Home Solutions gave a presentation on home energy rating and the associated 
grant opportunities available to home owners.  The presentation included information on:  
 

 The Canadian Standard for energy efficiency of homes is EnerGuide.  

 That labelling of homes for energy efficiency can be achieved through a number of different 
avenues.  Each type having different parameters to achieve certification (labelling).  However, it 
was noted that all use EnerGuide as a baseline parameter.  

 It was noted that to receive grants the standard is to reach an EnerGuide rating of 80 or above. 

 To prove this rating an energy assessment must be completed for a home.  

 A number of current available grants were shown based on different aspects of either a retrofit or 
new home construction.  i.e. geothermal, gas fireplaces etc. These grants are offered by 
LiveSmart BC and energy utilities such as Fortis and BC Hydro.  

 It was noted that there is a shift in the marketplace where people will pay a premium for a labelled 
home.  Research Studies from the U.S. were cited.  

 It was noted that some municipalities in the province offer incentives for energy efficiency and 
subsequent energy assessments. These incentives take different forms and examples were 
given.  

 It was noted that currently Fortis is doing a pilot of called an “energy diet” in the Kootenay region 
and that there is discussion of moving that program to the Okanagan in the future.  

 
The Mayor’s Task Force suggested that staff keep in contact with Lesage and move forward with a 
program similar to the energy diet in the future.  
 
Josh Blidook Electric Car Specialist (WOW Update and discussion)  
 

 Josh Blidook was asked by the MTFCC to have a presence at the World of Wheels car show on 
the May long weekend.  

 Josh Blidook gave a debriefing on his time at World of Wheel’s.  He explained there was interest 
in his car at the show and electric cars in general.  He explained that he spoke to approximately 
100 people. 

 Josh gave some background on electric cars generally. 

 There was discussion around electric charging stations and how long it takes to charge electric 
vehicles.  It was explained that there are different charging times based upon the adapter to the 
car.  It was also explained that the quicker the charge the more impact it has on the life time of 
the batteries.  i.e. the quicker the worse it is on the batteries.  
 

The Mayor’s Task Force received for information.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

Healthy Communities Grant  
 

 It was noted that the MTFCC had made a recommendation to apply for the Healthy Communities 
Grant.  However, Paul Dupuis explained that the grant process requires that the application be 
directed at a project.   

 Paul Dupuis also explained that he had made an inquiry via email to the Province regarding 
whether or not the funding could be used towards climate action goals and that he had not yet 
received a response.  

 The Mayor outlined that at the Regional Board it was discussed that municipalities in the region 
apply together for the money and work on a project as a collective.   

 However, the Mayor noted that he had expressed to the Regional Board that the District of 
Peachland would still put in an application for the grant through the MTFCC.  
 

The MTFCC recommends that Peachland make application for the Health Communities Grant and 
that it be used for a project on climate action.  
 
MTFCC Membership Discussion 

 It was noted that attendance to meetings is sporadic. 

 It was noted that Wilfred Mueller has not been in attendance for months.  Paul Dupuis will contact 
him directly and ask of his status on the committee.  Provided he does not wish to continue he will 
be replaced. 

 Also, Josh Blidook expressed his willingness to be on the task force.  It was noted that members 
of the task force do not necessarily need to be residents of Peachland.  
 

The MTFCC recommended that steps be taken to improve attendance and that where members no 
longer wish to be on the task force they be replaced with new membership and that a replacement 
for Wilfred Mueller be found.  
 
Other Business 
 

 Paul Dupuis explained that the District of Peachland must fulfill an annual report outlining to the 
province those actions taken by the District to foster GHG reduction as part of the Climate Action 
Revenue Incentive Program (CARIP). 

 Paul Dupuis had copies of the 2012 final CARIP report.  It was noted that it was not an agenda 
item as it was not completed by agenda deadline.  For this reason copies were distributed to 
MTFCC members so that they may review and it will be an item on the June agenda. 
 

The MTFCC will address the report as an item in June and it will form part of the agenda.  
 

Adjournment: 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:36 p.m. 

 
 
 
 


