
 

 

Mayor’s Task Force on Climate Change (MTFCC) 

August 27, 2014– Meeting Notes  
 
Present:   Councillor Kerbes, Roy Collver, Mike Healey, Wayne Power, Bert Putt and Paul Dupuis 
(Planning Technician).  

Regrets:  Mayor Fielding, Corine (Cory) Gain (Director of Planning), Debbie Cox, Frank Englehart and 
Mike Seibert. 
 
Chair opened the meeting at 1:35 p.m.  
 
The minutes from the July 30, 2014 meeting were adopted.  
 
 
Peachland View Article(s) Updatej 
 
The MTFCC reviewed the article submitted to the Peachland View by Mayor Fielding.  Discussion ensued 
regarding the Power Smart and emission reduction tips that would be forwarded to the view on a weekly 
basis for publishing.  Some items discussed included: 
 

 How the tips will save people money. 

 How the tips will aid residents in changing behaviour. 

 How the tips will aid in reducing community wide emissions.  

 The committee discussed how perhaps a fact regarding climate change could be added to the 
messaging.  To keep the community informed regarding the science associated with Climate 
Change.  It was noted that the information has to be verifiable such as from prominent climate 
studies globally.  One such source could include information from reports of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).  

 
The MTFCC received for information and Paul Dupuis will draft some energy saving / emission 
reduction tips for review.  The MTFCC will discuss further the addition of climate science 
information for publishing in the View.  
 
 
Ad in Peachlnad Recreation Guide (Update) 
 
The committee reviewed the ad that was placed in the Peachland Recreation Guide.  It was noted that 
Cheryl Wiebe modified the 2013 message with new information.  
 
The MTFCC received for information. 
 
 
BC Hydro Community Champions Program 
 
Paul Dupuis noted an opportunity for non-profit organizations to share their climate action story and have 
and opportunity to win a prize. 
 
The MTFCC received for information.  Paul Dupuis will distribute the information via email to the 
MTFCC.  In turn MTFCC members will distribute to organizations they may be affiliated with.  
 
 
Learning Initiatives for Rural and Northern BC (Workshop Opportunity) 
 
The District has applied for a grant to conduct a workshop with community groups.  Paul Dupuis updated 
the Committee regarding this grant opportunity.  It was noted that: 
 

 The District has been shortlisted for the opportunity. 



 

 

 Paul Dupuis had a conference call to clarify the intent for the workshop and how the MTFCC sees 
this initiative benefiting the community into the future. 

 Paul Dupuis expressed that the MTFCC objective is to foster community wide progress towards 
climate action and that such a workshop could be used to bring community groups together to 
work towards a collective impact model.  It was noted that there is a Citizens Committee on 
Climate Change. 

 The District will be notified upon any decision regarding the grant.  
 
Collective impact is a new model that has shown progress since being applied since it does not seek to 
tell individual groups what they must do.  Instead groups come together and agree on a vision and 
overarching goal.  Each organization then formulates their individual ways forward.  This reduces conflict 
and is less prescriptive then other models.  
 
The MTFCC received as information.  
 
 
LED Street Lighting Pilot Project (Update) 
 
Paul Dupuis gave an update regarding the LED Project.  Items discussed included: 
 

 The District is working with a non-profit that specializes in promoting and advocating for LED 
retrofits.  The non-profit does a number of things including: 

o Develops new technologies and pilots them at low cost. 
o Refurbishes used lights and sends them to South America since it is better than the 

lighting currently in place there.  

 The Planning and Public Works Department has been working to establish a pre-pilot to be 
assessed by the MTFCC and the public. 

 It is difficult to obtain LED lighting for ornamental lighting since it varies drastically and because 
there is more profitability for manufacturers to develop the standard LED Cobra head lights 
because they are the most common.   

 The non-profit is working with a company looking to develop and pilot LED bulbs for ornamental 
lights.  Due to the MTFCC’s objective to do the project in a highly visible area for both residents 
and tourists it was decided that this opportunity would be great for Downtown of Peachland 
(ornamental lights). 

 The non-profit is going to retrofit one light first, at their cost, with the hopes of expanding the pre 
pilot to 3 to 5 lights.  Upon assessment of the MTFCC, Public Works staff and possibly public 
input there may be an opportunity to then undertake a full pilot. 

 A report regarding the project will be forwarded to the MTFCC for a recommendation.  It may lead 
to consideration of Council for a budget to engage in a full pilot in the future.   

 
Some committee members expressed that they wish to see a faster progression to LED.  Paul Dupuis 
noted that change can be  difficult at first but that a pilot is the first step in moving towards full scale LED 
retrofits.  Paul Dupuis also noted that if the pilot is successful it could lead to a future replacement 
program where end of life lighting is eventually replaced with LED by the District. 
 
Discussion also ensued regarding the District’s requirements regarding lighting within new subdivisions.  
It was noted that a successful pilot may lead to new lighting standards to be implemented in the future.  
However, it was also noted that developers are concerned with development costs and that a requirement 
of LED lighting may not be well received by some developers as it increases costs.  Some members 
expressed that this should not matter since it is the District (and ultimately the tax payer) that must pay 
the energy costs of street lighting which has been shown to be a considerable portion of the Districts 
annual energy costs.   
 
The MTFCC received for information.  The District will continue to work towards a pre-pilot for 
LED lighting with information and input gathered informing further discussion of Council 
regarding a future full scale pilot program in the downtown.  
 

 



 

 

 
Regional Airshed Management Plan (Update) 
 
Paul Dupuis explained that the presentation to the Regional Board has been delayed until all members of 
the Sustainable Transportation Partnership of the Central Okanagan (STPCO) has reviewed it and made 
comment.  Upon review, comment and possible revision the plan will then be taken to the Regional Board 
for consideration. 
 
The MTFCC received for information.  
 
 
Other Business 
 
Livesmart BC replaced by Home Energy Rebate Offer (HERO) 
 
The MTFCC had requested additional information regarding the changeover of Live Smart BC to HERO.  
Paul Dupuis noted that the Province is no longer wanting to responsibility for the programs.  Instead, the 
Province has given responsibility of energy efficiency programs and rebates to the utility companies (BC 
Hydro and Power Smart).  Discussion ensued regarding whether or not this was another form of 
Provincial Government downloading.  It was noted that there could be advantages in having the 
companies deal with these programs since energy is their business and because companies such as BC 
Hydro and Fortis also allocate budgetary dollars to such programs.   
 
The MTFCC received for information.  
 
Mike Healy Climate Change Presentation at Rotary Club 
 
Mike Healy will be giving a presentation regarding climate change to the Rotary Club in the coming 
weeks. 
 
Paul Dupuis will provide presentations given by Planning at a number of conferences in the past.  
This is to aid in his presentation development.  
  
 
 
Adjournment: 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:34 p.m.  

 
 
 
 


