
PEACHLAND 
Official Community Plan Renewal Project

GETTING AROUND 
PEACHLAND

In the District’s 2001 Official Community Plan (OCP), 
the objectives relating to transportation are to:

• Provide a roadway system that ensures safe and 
efficient movement of goods and people within 
Peachland;

• Provide safe and convenient pedestrian and 
bicycle access to schools, parks and the 
commercial core. 

• The District’s road network is primarily comprised of a network of 
hillside roads (over three quarters of Peachland has slopes greater 
than 10%, and nearly half of the community has slopes greater than 
30%).

• There are 4 major roadway corridors servicing the community: Beach 
Avenue, Princeton Avenue, Ponderosa Drive and Trepanier Bench 
Road.

•  In 2004, the District completed a Road Network Plan that outlines 
future network connections, improvements, and roadway cross 
sections. The Plan identified key considerations for the community’s 

transportation system, including:

 » Steep topography;

 » Pedestrian connections;

 » Access to key destinations at lower elevations;

 » Access across Highway 97; and

 » Alternative transportation choices.

• The steep slopes and topography in Peachland are challenging for all 
forms of travel, limiting, for example:

 » the connections between neighbourhoods and downtown core;

 » the feasibility of alternatives to the automobile; and

 » the construction of bike lanes and multi-use paths.  

In 2011 the District completed a Sidewalk and Pedestrian Connectivity 
Plan that identified new connections and improvements to existing 
pedestrian connections. The report provides guidance for the planning 
of pedestrian connections to suit the needs of a variety of different types 
of pedestrians, as well as a range of different areas and topographic 
constraints.

TRAVELLING TO AND FROM WORK

PEACHLAND HIGHWAY 97 OPTIONS STUDY

• For those travelling to and from work, almost all Peachland 
residents drive their own vehicle. 

• Very few Peachland residents walk, cycle or take public transit 
between home and their workplace. These types of travel account 
for less than 7% of total trips. This is substantially lower than the 
provincial average of approximately 23%.

• At the end of 2015, the Ministry of Transportation began the Peachland 
Highway Options Study to examine the short and long term Highway 97 
needs through, and around the District of Peachland, including potential 
alternate highway routes.

• The study is happening in conjunction with the Central Okanagan 
Planning Study (COPS) component of the Okanagan Lake Second 
Crossing Project, and will involve the same ministry and consultant team. 

The scope of the Peachland Highway Options Study is to:

• Examine current transportation needs for the Highway 97 corridor 
through Peachland;

• Identify future transportation needs through Peachland; and

• Identify possible short, medium, and long-term solutions to address 
future needs (through / around Peachland).

The work to date has involved the creation of the Technical Advisory 
Committee and Community Advisory Committee. Several meetings have 
taken place for both of the above-noted committees.

• To further understand the current and future needs of the community, a 
two-phased speed survey of Highway 97 (Drought Hill to Buchanan Rd) 
is being undertaken by the Ministry of Transportation with final results to 
be presented to the District of Peachland by mid-July 2016.

Further work for the Transportation Plan includes: 

• Option generation and assessment;

• Recommendation of options; and

• Draft Plan and final submissions.

The Transportation Study is scheduled for completion for December 2017.
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