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In the District’s 2001 Official 
Community Plan (OCP), the broad goal 
relating to economic development is 
to strengthen and diversify the local 
economy.
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• Mining, forestry and agriculture drew early settlers to the region, and 
make up a key aspect of Peachland’s heritage.  

• Key economic drivers throughout the 20th century in Peachland included: 

 » Tree farming – settlers planted a variety of orchards growing 
peaches, apples, pears, prunes, plums and apricots and cherries. 
Packing houses to process the fruit were located close to the water 
providing access to the docks and ships that would take the product 
to Penticton or Kelowna to access the rail network. 

 » Logging – ponderosa pine was logged on the upper benches above 
the Town site. Lumber was processed at a sawmill at the current 
intersection of Renfrew Road & Highway 97.  

 » Cattle, farming and ranching – some land in Peachland was utilized 
for farming and raising livestock. There were a few ranches, and the 
crown forest land was used on the hills above the municipality to 
range cattle in the summer months.

 » Service industries to support farming, tree fruits and logging 
industries – general stores/retail, hotels, restaurants and supporting 
services.

• The Central Okanagan Region has a diverse and stable economy, with 
most jobs coming from the service and goods producing sectors.

• In 2011, jobs in the service sector comprised 78% of the jobs in the 
region. Key sectors include the areas of retail trade (18%) health care and 
social assistance (15%) and accommodation and food services (8%).

• In 2011, jobs in the goods producing sector made up almost 22% of jobs 
in the region – agriculture, natural resources, energy, utilities, construction 
and manufacturing.

District of Peachland – the District has a diverse mandate for economic 
development. It supports economic development by setting the overarching 
direction for the type and amount of development, ensuring the land 
base supports desired growth, and by supporting and liaising with 
other economic development stakeholders – businesses, developers, 
government and organizations. 

The Peachland Economic Development Committee – advises Council 
on matters affecting growth, prosperity, and economic well-being in the 
community.  

Peachland Chamber of Commerce – helps support a thriving businesses 
community in Peachland by providing information, networking and 
advocacy for new and existing businesses. The Chamber is an active 
organization in Peachland and supports numerous community events.

Regional District of Central Okanagan – has a diverse mandate in 
business assistance and economic enhancement for the region and its 
member municipalities (Kelowna, West Kelowna, Peachland, and Lake 
Country).

• Commercial lands in Peachland are clustered in the downtown area and at 
Clement Crescent

 » Downtown commercial services are characterized by many small 
locally owned and operated businesses (cafes, restaurants, retail and 
service uses) that rely on Peachland residents and sessional tourism 
as their primary market. 

 » Clement Crescent adjacent to Highway 97 developed to offer service 
retail and highway commercial uses to Peachland residents and 
travelers along the highway 97 corridor.  

• There are fewer services in Peachland because many people shop outside 
of the community in West Kelowna, Westbank First Nation and Kelowna 
to the north, and Penticton to the south where there are larger commercial 
centres. 

 » Peachland has approximately 72,000 square feet of retail floorspace. 
Given household incomes and retail spending patterns, the community 
should be able to support almost double the retail space (about 
135,000 square feet).4  

• Locally, Peachland is well served by supermarkets, convenience and 
specialty food stores, and beer, wine and liquor stores, and underserved 
in areas (for example) of home electronics and appliance stores, furniture 
stores, and general merchandise stores.  

• Industrial land in Peachland is limited to a small area at the upper end of 
Princeton Avenue which supports some light industrial businesses.

• In Peachland, the most common employment industries in 2011 were 
sales and services (24%), trade and transport (20%); business and finance 
services (15%) and management (12%).1  

• In 2011, the population living in Peachland had an average total individual 
income of $36,830. This is somewhat lower than the average total income 
in BC of $39,415.2    

• Home based employment – nearly 13% of Peachland’s employed 
residents were home‐based in 2006, a higher rate than both the region 
(11%) and province (9%).3 
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