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News release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 28, 2020

Playgrounds reopening June 1 across the Okanagan

As phased reopening plans continue to progress, the next phase will see playgrounds and outdoor
fitness equipment opening on June 1 across the region. This includes outdoor playgrounds located in
municipal and regional parks as well as playgrounds located at public schools in the Okanagan.

Once barriers are removed, such as caution tape or fencing, it will signify that playgrounds have been
inspected and are now open for public use. Residents are asked to refrain from using these spaces until
parks staff remove closed signs, fencing and caution tape. Waterparks will remain closed at this time.

Residents are encouraged to exercise caution when visiting local playgrounds and continue to follow
Provincial health guidelines to prevent the spread of COVID-19 by:

e Washing and/or sanitizing hands before and after visiting playgrounds
e Keeping a safe physical distance and avoiding gatherings
e Staying home if you feel unwell

The decision to close playgrounds has been at the discretion of local governments and were closed
across the Okanagan region in mid-March. Staff have been working collaboratively with municipal and
regional partners to determine appropriate timing to reopen playgrounds.

Information regarding waterparks and indoor recreation facility reopening plans will be provided by
each respective municipality as each facility has unique considerations to ensure the safety of staff and
patrons.

For more information regarding the phased reopening of programs and facilities in your area, please
visit your local government website.
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For more information, contact:

City of Kelowna Contact
Tom Wilson
Communications Manager
250-469-8663

City of Vernon Contact

Christy Poirier

Manager, Communications & Grants
250-550-3539

District of Lake Country Contact
Shaun Lesowski

Parks Superintendent
250-766-5650

City of West Kelowna Contact
Stacey Harding
Parks and Fleet Operations Manager

778-797-8849

Westbank First Nation Contact
Mandi Carroll
Communications and Economic Development Manager

250-769-4999

District of Peachland Contact
Cheryl Wiebe
Director of Community Services

250-767-2133

District of Summerland Contact
Lori Mullin
Recreation Manager

250-494-0447

City of Penticton Contact
Philip Cooper
Communications Manager
250-490-2583



Town of Oliver Contact

Carol Sheridan

Parks and Recreation Manager
250-498-4985 ext. 201

Town of Osoyoos Contact
Gerald Davis
Director of Community Services

250-495-6562

Regional District of North Okanagan Contact
Ashley Gregerson
Communications Office

778-212-7446

Regional District of Central Okanagan Contact
Murray Kopp

Parks Services Director

250-469-6232

Regional District of Okanagan Similkameen Contact
Erick Thompson

Information Officer

250-490-4211



