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The first non-native travellers in the Okanagan terri-
tory were fur traders who ventured north from Fort 

Okanogan on the Columbia River in 1820-1835. 
They came over the “antler’s saddle” and camped 

on Deep Creek or Trepanier Creek as they searched 
for furs as far north as Fort Kamloops before return-
ing to the Columbia River to load their furs on ships 

sailing to Europe.  

When gold was discovered in California, in 1849, 

prospectors began searching further north and 
eventually found gold in the Cariboo where gold dig-
ging towns such as Barkerville sprang up. The 

Yukon gold rush followed in 1898 and much pros-
pecting was done throughout the entire mountain-

ous Pacific region. The Okanagan Valley was com-

pletely searched but little treasure found. 

J.M.Robinson, a mineral prospector, stopped at a 

settler’s cabin on Trepanier Creek and was given 
fresh peaches to eat grown on a tree beside the 

creek. He was so impressed with the delicious 
peaches that he decided to promote fruit growing 
instead of prospecting. He and his company pur-

chased land and subdivided it into small orchard 

lots.                                                         …. /2 
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Settlers needed houses and soon sawmills were built and trees harvested to 

produce lumber for many new homes. A school was opened in 1898 but was 
overcrowded only a decade later requiring the growing community to build a 

fine four room school on Beach Avenue.  

Residents of the new community wanted this new fangled thing called electric-
ity in their houses and this necessitated the community incorporating as a mu-

nicipality so debentures could be issued and a dam and powerhouse con-

structed on Trepanier Creek.  

In due course the District of Peachland was incorporated and gazetted on 
January 1st 1909. Moneys were raised and construction of the electric facilities  
done within a short time electric light bulbs glowed in the lakeside community. 

Packing houses and canneries were built on the waterfront to process the fruit 

from growing orchards.  
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Mr. Robinson named the new community Peachland and settlers soon arrived 

to plant trees and harvest the abundant fruit.  

In the 1890’s settlers continued to arrive and the Peachland post office was 
opened on December 1st 1898. Daily sternwheeler steamship service was 
provided by the C.P.R. and fruit growers could pack the fruit in their orchards 

and then haul the full boxes by horse and wagon to the sternwheelers wait-
ing at the dock to carry the fruit to the train at Vernon and then to the large 

cities on the prairies.   
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World War I devastated Peachland as 33 men answered the “Call-to-Arms” and 
only 18 returned after the Armistice was signed on 1911-11-11 at ll00 hours. Or-

chards prospered and sawmill buzzed during the 1920’s but activity slowed during 

the 1930’s as the great depression was harsh on our toiling orchardists. 

World War II took many of our sons to Europe to fight another conflict. Our losses 

were less and most of our young veterans returned to rebuild their orchards and 

raise their families.  

A severe cold winter in 1949-1950 killed or damaged many fruit trees which then 
required replanting. Most of the orchardists sought outside work while their newly 
replanted orchards got started once again. Slowly the orchards were abandoned as 

most owners found outside work more profitable than trying to live off the uncer-
tain incomes generated by growing 

fruit.  

Trautman-Garraway Ltd and Peach-
land Sawmills (Dell and Witt) pro-

vided steady employment  until 
they were  purchased,  by 

S.M.Simpson Ltd, and closed down.  

At that time, Brenda Mines was 

opening a large open pit Copper 
and Molybdenum mine near Mac-

Donald Lake.  100 Peachland men 
and women worked at Brenda 

Mines from 1968 to 1990.  

In recent years many retirement 

homes have been built and new sub-
division lots are developed on diffi-
cult terrain, as all the flat land has 

been used up.  

About 25% of our population are re-

tired and majority of the remaining 
home owners earn their livelihood 

outside of Peachland.   

Population in 1900 was 200 and in 

2009 is nearly 5000. 


