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The Corporation of the District of Peachland 

Highway 97 Committee 
July 9, 2012 - Meeting Minutes 

Quorum is 4 people 

Present: John Abernethy (Acting Chair), Councillor Eric Hall, Moe Martin, David Matthew, Councillor 

Peter Schierbeck, Terry Tanner, Peter Warner, Bob Wells, and Louise Corbeil (Recording 

Secretary) 

Regrets:  Councillor Terry Condon, Bert Put 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

John Abernethy (Acting Chair) opened the meeting at 2:28 pm.  

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION – M/S (P. Schierbeck/B. Wells) CARRIED 

THAT the agenda be approved as amended. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Corrections to Minutes 

• Under 4.1 – Gaby Hass should be corrected to Gabi Hass 

MOTION – M/S (B. Wells/M. Martin) CARRIED 

 THAT the minutes of June 4, 2012 be approved as amended.  

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

4.1. Committee Membership 
It was noted that the committee has now a full complement with the addition of Louise Corbeil, Moe 

Martin, Bert Put, and Peter Warner. 

4.2. Mission Statement 
The proposed mission statement was reviewed. It was felt that the original mission statement was 

ambiguous and that the proposed mission statement was clearer. It was noted that T. Condon volunteered 

to bring the statement to Council should the Committee recommend the proposed statement. The next 

Council meetings are July 10 or August 14. 

To advocate the routing of Hwy 97 bypassing Peachland, and the conversion 

of the existing highway to a local road that will enhance the beauty, liveability 

and economy of Peachland. 

Action: T. Condon to bring forward to Council for approval 

MOTION – M/S (J. Abernethy/B. Wells) CARRIED 

 THAT the proposed mission statement was clearer and that it should be brought forward to Council 

for approval.  

4.3. Study Proposal / Scenic Drawings -– The drawings are still missing.  

4.4. MoTI Update 
The proposed official opening of the new intersection was discussed. This was paid by Tree Group and not 

MoTI. This is a good sign that MoTI was considering a bypass otherwise a four-lane intersection would 

have been built.  

4.5. Mayor Fielding Update – Nothing to report at this time 

4.6. Highway 97 Task Force Update 
• Newsletter Article – E. Hayman is responsible for the Peachland District newsletter. She would accept a 

small article of 300-350 words that would clarify the goals/objectives of this committee for the fall 

issue. We could probably have an article once a year in the newsletter. L. Corbeil volunteered to obtain 

the deadline for submission and J. Abernethy and B. Wells will write the article. Discussion regarding 
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possible Council editing followed. 

 Action: L. Corbeil to obtain submission deadline for fall newsletter 

 J. Abernethy and B. Wells to write article 

• Public Meeting – The possibility of hosting another public meeting was discussed. The last public 

meeting was well attended and good feedback had been provided. It may be best to wait until one of the 

big projects is completed and more traffic occurs however a meeting could energize the debate and keep 

the pressure on MoTI.  It was suggested that it may be best to wait until something catches the public’s 

collective mind. The upcoming provincial election and how it could change the dynamics was 

discussed.  

• Mining & Forestry – A question was raised if Council had been in communication with other Ministry 

to ensure no other licenses (mining, forestry) were awarded that could jeopardize a bypass. The 

Regional District and the Provincial Government have been advised and any proposed development 

would be brought to the attention of the Peachland Council. Land claims of First Nations – flat lands 

just above proposed bypass which would be ideal for an industrial park. 

• Princeton Road – The utility of logging trucks – study by Urban Planners stated a need for a connection 

to the Connector for the trucks. It was noted that Princeton was originally owned and maintained by 

Brenda Mines but now the ownership and maintenance was the responsibility of the District Council up 

to the city limits then it becomes a forestry road. MoTI is only responsible for the intersection at Hwy 

97. The road beyond the city limits is maintained only when loggers use it. Brenda Mine was to pave 

the road but it was never done – money may still be available. Should any portions of Princeton Rd be 

part of the proposed bypass this could be dealt with by a signal or traffic lights. It was suggested that the 

ownership/classification of Princeton Road should be revisited. 

Action: Peter to follow-up with Mayor re: ownership/classification of Princeton Road 

• Website Protocol – E. Hayman is also responsible for the Council and its Committees’ webpage. We 

probably could have a section set aside for our committee activities. The request must be in writing. She 

is willing to work with someone to determine what could be extrapolated from or linked to specific 

pages of the Society’s old website. There are maps and pictorial images that could be extrapolate. 

Someone from this committee would have to determine what should be included i.e. content, articles, 

maps to show possible bypass (all material should be in PDF format).  

Action: B. Wells to work with E. Hayman on website content 

4.7. Fire Routes 

D. Matthew provided a brief report of his meeting with the Fire Chief which was held July 5. 

• If the high-line for Hwy 97 is developed Peachland Fire Rescue Department would be responsible for 

car fires and highway rescue. Pullouts or intersects would be needed at Hardy, Renfrew, Princeton (both 

ends), 13
th
 Street, and Trepanier. Emergency access to the forest would be needed at northwest of 

Pincushion, west of Hardy Falls, and between Princeton and Pincushion with possibly two accesses.  

• If the present route is expanded Peachland Fire Rescue Department would expect the contractors to 

follow the same procedure as of now that is emailing the need to reroute and coordinate the alternate 

route(s). 

4.8. UBCO Partnership – Who will take this on? 

At the April meeting P. Seipp stated that he was unable to establish contact but encouraged someone to 

pursue this partnership. This was deferred to the August meeting as B. Put was not at the meeting and he 

was to approach John Perry at the College. 

Action:  J. Abernethy to follow-up with B. Put and J. Perry 

5. NEW BUSINESS 

5.1. Meeting with MP Dan Albas 

Highway 97 is an international route and is therefore accessible to possible development funding. It was 

agreed that it was possibly a good idea to have our MP involved. It was noted that federal funding was 

made available in the expansion between Summerland and Greata Ranch. The advantages of the bypass 

to Penticton and Summerland were discussed. The following resolution was brought forward and 
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discussed: 

Resolution: that J. Abernethy is to arrange a meeting with MP Dan Albas between Mr. Albas, himself, 

and another Committee member for the purpose of discussing and advancing Federal involvement in the 

planning for the evolution of Highway 97 into a high capacity international highway. The rational for a 

Federal initiative is to determine the suitability of the present alignment and upgrades and/or 

modifications required to meet international standards.  

Potential issues to be addresses: 

� Projected capacity requirements and development schedule 

� Minimum criteria and standards 

� Establishment of multi-party planning group: Canadian (provincial and federal), First Nations, and 

US (State & Federal) 

MOTION – M/S (J. Abernethy/B. Wells) CARRIED 

 THAT J. Abernethy and T. Condon meet with D. Albas to discuss issues presented in the resolution. 

5.2. Economic Development Analysis Impact 
The report does not address adequate roads in Peachland or who will pay for them as the town grows (i.e. 

Renfrew Road would become a secondary main road yet it is currently an extremely narrow road). There 

is a long-term plan for upgrading roads in Peachland however at this point in time there is no budget 

dollars for upgrades. It was noted that the report was based on the larger projects that were being 

proposed for Peachland (i.e. New Monaco, Ponderosa, Trepanier Manor…). The committee discussed 

possible ways of making the roads meet the standards. 

5.3. Call for Chair – Deferred to next meeting  

3 NEXT MEETING & ADJOURNMENT 
August 6

th
 is BC Day therefore the next meeting will be August 13

th
, 2012. Having no further business 

the meeting adjourned at 3:45 pm. 

 

 

 
_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Acting Chair – John Abernethy Recording Secretary – Louise Corbeil  


