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The Corporation of the District of Peachland 

Highway 97 Committee 
April 7, 2014 - Meeting Minutes 

Quorum is 4 people 

Present: John Abernethy (Chair), Councillor Terry Condon, Councillor Eric Hall, David Matthew, Bert Put, 

Councillor Peter Schierbeck, Peter Warner, Bob Wells, and Louise Corbeil (Recording Secretary) 

Regrets:   Terry Tanner 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

J. Abernethy called the meeting to order at 2:30 pm.  

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION – M/S (P. Schierbeck/E. Hall) CARRIED 

THAT the agenda be approved as circulated. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION – M/S (B. Put/B. Wells) CARRIED 

 THAT the minutes of February 3, 2014 be approved as circulated.  

4. SPECIAL PRESENTATION - By D. Thiessen 

D. Thiessen provided an overview of his background. He felt that Peachland was different from other small 

communities in the Valley as its biggest asset was its direct access to the lake. A bypass would increase this 

access for the community and for tourism. The bypass would give Peachland the opportunity to extend its 

boardwalks, shops, and restaurants all along the lake up to Antlers Beach. It would also extend Peachland’s tax 

base as development projects were created. A number of large development projects were recently cancelled 

because of the uncertainty as to where the highway/bypass will be located. Mr. Thiessen felt if a decision was 

not made within the next couple of years it would be too late. 

T. Condon addressed Mr. Thiessen’s concerns and provided an overview of what was currently in place and was 

forthcoming. He encouraged this committee to attend the Committee of the Whole tomorrow for a special 

presentation by Ron Westlake, Director of the Strategic Transportation Committee of Central Okanagan. 

Discussion followed. 

5. REVIEW ACTION ITEMS 

5.1. District West Kelowna Meeting March 26 Update 

A meeting was held with the District of West Kelowna (DWK) recently. The goal of the meeting was to 

determine the level of support the DWK would have towards a bypass. The couplet has been abandoned. The 

challenge will be where the bypass will be located. The DWK’s interest would be to pursue a route behind West 

Kelowna (i.e. Sun Valley). There was some disappointment expressed regarding the Strategic Committee which 

should have a broader view rather than localized transit issues. However, resolving some local issues will often 

allow consensus and focus on the larger issues. 

5.2. Revision of Community Plan 

D. Smith held an open house last week. Unfortunately it was poorly attended even though it was well 

advertised. Another meeting will be scheduled.  

It was noted that a limited revision to the community plan was needed at this time to address a specific issue. A 

full revision should be forthcoming within the next couple of years. The impact of the highway will need to be 

incorporated into the larger revision. 

6. UPDATE REPORTS 

6.1. MOTI Update – Nothing to report 

6.2. Letter of commendation for M. Tekano 

The letter of commendation for M. Tekano that J. Abernethy drafted was reviewed. It was suggested that the 

letter be sent on District letterhead. It was recommended that an invitation to visit Peachland be included in 

Minister Stone’s letter. 

 MOTION – M/S (P. Warner/B. Put) CARRIED 

THAT the draft letter be approved as amended to include the invitation to visit Peachland. 
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6.3. Selection Committee for consultant for Social & Economic Impact study  

E. Hall provided a brief report regarding the selection process. It was felt that there was no issue. The staff would 

be involved in the process and there was no need to include a committee member. The decision will be made 

with MOTI and District of Peachland staff. If the committee has specific concerns they should be forwarded to 

Elsie.  
 

Discussion followed. It was felt that it was imperative that the issues that are important to this committee are 

addressed in the consultants’ proposals (methodology, address social and economic issues). It was agreed that 

this committee was confident that District staff will ensure our issues are addressed. 

6.4. Mayor Fielding Update – Deferred 

6.5. Highway 97 Task Force Society Update 

The AGM is scheduled for May 30 at 3 pm. A notice will be placed in The Peachland View. 

7. NEW BUSINESS – no new business 

8. NEXT MEETING & ADJOURNMENT 

The next meeting will be May 5. Having no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:55 pm. 

 

 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Chair – John Abernethy Recording Secretary – Louise Corbeil  


