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2.3 NEIGHBOURHOODS & CHARACTER AREAS 

Peachland is a collection of neighbourhoods.  Map 1 defines the neighbourhoods described in the 

sections that follow. 

Map 1: Peachland Neighbourhoods 

Neighbourhood character is determined by how the features of an area come together to make a 

particular place distinctive.  The existing land use pattern is an important planning consideration. The land 

use pattern will help determine infill opportunities, commercial development, servicing requirements, 

residential densification possibilities and park and trail placement. The existing land use pattern may 

define the direction for new development areas and roadway requirements.  Information for this section 

was obtained through analysis of previous planning documents, GIS and 2016 Citizen Survey data. 

All new development should make a positive contribution to an area’s character, protecting and 

contributing to its value, both natural and built community qualities.  It is also important to consider how an 

area is expected to change over time to balance neighbourhood character with strategic planning 

objectives.  Objectives and policies common to all neighbourhoods are provided with neighbourhood-

specific information in the sections that follow. 
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Lists outlining ‘Preferred Land Uses’ are provided as guidance only and should not be considered 

exhaustive; other land uses may be considered on a case by case basis. 

OBJECTIVES POLICIES 

.1 Building forms respond to 

the natural landscape 

.1 Step building heights down toward the lake to respond to 

existing topography and protect lake views by locating taller 

buildings to the west with lower buildings closer to the lake 

.2 Moderate building mass by stepping rooflines or portions of 

rooflines and building mass of individual buildings down from 

higher elevations to the lake 

.3 Allow breaks in development to improve permeability for air and 

light movement and create view corridors 

 

.2 Gateway features define 

the entrance to each 

Neighbourhood 

 

.1 Significant buildings, landscape features or other landmarks 

welcome people to each neighbourhood or character are. 

.3 The waterfront remains a 

key public asset 

.1 Maximize significant views on the water, panoramic views of the 

mountains and views of significant features in balance with 

density targets 

.2 Create view corridors between or through buildings and along 

side streets to the lake 

.3 Maintain the waterfront as a public park by requiring dedication 

of a public walkway along the foreshore where not yet present. 

.4 Discourage parking along the beach where no infrastructure is 

available to collect and filter contamination from activities 

conducted on the road (i.e. oil spillage from parked cars) 

 

.4 Enhanced waterfront 

experience 

.1 Promote the safe and convenient movement of people along the 
waterfront 

.2 Retain and enhance existing beach accesses 

.3 Consider the use of special features to provide variety and 
heighten the waterside experience 
 

.5 Streets welcome people .1 Support initiatives that create and/or improve a pedestrian-
friendly streetscape including but not limited to: 
 universal accessibility features 
 variations in paving surfaces (material, colour, texture) to 

provide visual cues to pedestrian and motorists 
 sidewalks on both sides of the street on Arterial Roads 
 curb flares to alert vehicles to pedestrians and to provide 

increased sidewalk area where people naturally congregate 
 pedestrian-scale lighting 
 street trees and planted boulevards to provide a safe, 

comfortable and sheltered walking route 
 mid-block pedestrian routes and view corridors  
 street furniture (i.e. benches for resting) 

.2 View all street improvements through a “pedestrian” lens 

.3 Create a Street Tree Program that identifies standards 
appropriate for each neighbourhood 
 

.6 Buildings welcome people .1 Encourage pedestrian friendly design including but not limited to: 
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OBJECTIVES POLICIES 

 transitions in building height at street corners

 creative orientation of units

 outdoor amenity spaces (i.e. courtyards, patios)

 rain/sun shelters integrated into building facades

 obvious building entrances

 transparent building faces to allow visual penetration of the

building

 service and parking areas are screened to reduce visual

impact

 main floor elevation within 1m of the sidewalk or street level

 each ground floor unit features an entrance or other

perceptible connection to the street

.2 Building heights step down to adjacent lower density uses and to 

complement the anticipated height of buildings in the future 

.7 Increased residential 

density; more people living 

in the neighbourhood 

.1 Promote a compact form of development 

.2 Encourage the construction of a variety of unit sizes to 
accommodate a diverse range of residents and visitors 

.8 Diversity of housing forms .1 Give options on where and how people can live, work, shop and 

play to attract a diversity of people to the community 

.2 Use development permit area guidelines to reach identified 

design objectives 

.3 Articulate building heights to protect solar access to the 

surrounding buildings and pedestrian environment, reduce 

impact on views and minimize wind tunnel effects 

.4 Encourage efficiency of land use in balance with servicing 

capacity to meet sustainability goals 

.9 Parking uses are screened .1 Encourage underground, under-building, rear or other structured 

parking arrangements for both occupant and visitor/customer 

parking 

.2 Encourage design solutions that reduce the number of 

pedestrian-vehicle conflicts at sidewalk crossings 

.3 Encourage the enclosure of parking facilities 

.4 Consider design solutions that reduce the impact of garage 

entryways to the streetscape 

.5 Maintain the standard that no parking be allowed in front yards 

of multi-unit residential developments [as per current Zoning 

Bylaw regulations] unless there are site-specific circumstances 

that dictate otherwise 

Sections 2.3.1 through 2.3.10 provide neighbourhood-specific “Facts” generated from the Geographic 

Information System (GIS).  Differences between the number of lots and number of individual property 

titles provides an indication of the number of strata titled lots in the area.  Differences between the total 

number of lots and the number of serviced lots by type of service are similarly affected by variations in 

billing arrangements.  These numbers should be considered approximate; they are intended to give an 

indication of the character of the neighbourhood only. 
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