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2.3.4 DOWNTOWN 

 While technically Downtown is a distinct character area in the Beach Avenue Neighbourhood, the 

historical significance and distinctly different existing land uses warrant separate consideration for 

statistical information gathering and character purposes.  While not geographically central, it is the 

historical center of the community. 

It has a “small town” feel because small lots were created by the original 1902 subdivision plan.  The 

historic “museum” building anchors the south end of Downtown.  The character area extends to Sixth 

Street.  The area includes and will continue to support, a wide range of retail, financial, institutional, 

service, entertainment, food and beverage, accommodation, multi-unit residential as well as social and 

cultural activities.  Local merchants and property owners have been encouraged to pursue initiatives 

towards revitalizing the downtown area through a combination of improvements.  Revitalization of the 

downtown commenced with the beautification of Beach Avenue.  Further revitalization is expected to 

occur on a phased basis and include a greater integration of multi-unit residential development to enliven 

the neighbourhood. 

2016 Citizen Survey results indicate that there is good support for increasing the number of dwelling units 

in the Downtown Character Area. 

In addition to the policies identified for the Beach Avenue Neighbourhood, the following are applicable to 

the Downtown Neighbourhood/Character Area: 

OBJECTIVES POLICIES 

.1 Building forms respond to 

the natural landscape 

.1 Use building height to visually identify Downtown as the heart of 

the community; while building heights are highest near Highway 

97 and slope down to Beach Avenue 

 

.2 Landmarks are protected 

and enhanced 

.1 Encourage lot consolidation between Beach Avenue and Waldo 

Way and between Waldo Way and Highway 97 to create larger 

building sites that allow the construction of buildings that include 

landmark features 

.2 Use built form to celebrate the significance of the Downtown 

character area 

.3 High profile buildings at street ends should include pedestrian-

oriented forecourt and vehicle turning areas that reinforce a 

sense of arrival to draw people down the side streets 

.4 Encourage multi-level structured parking podiums fronted by 

ground-oriented boutique commercial units and/or stacked 

townhomes to be incorporated into building design on properties 

directly adjacent to the Highway 97 right of way 

 

.3 Streets welcome people .1 All frontage improvements on side streets in the Downtown 

character area should be consistent with the general character 

of the streetscape on Beach Avenue 

.2 Encourage vehicle access be taken from side streets rather than 

Waldo Way where practical 

.3 Consider using Waldo Way as a model “green lane” to show 

how pedestrian priority and green infrastructure strategies can 

create a unique experience.  Consider rebuilding the lane with 

pervious paving, rain gardens and swales to create a natural 
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OBJECTIVES POLICIES 

infiltration model project.  Consider the lane as a community 

amenity space first and a street second 

.4 Explore the potential for full or partial lane or street ends closure 

to maximize utility or to provide space for pedestrian plazas or 

other public space (e.g. exchange land for public parking to be 

created in an under-building structure) 

.5 Use lanes to create connections within the neighbourhood as 

part of the overall pedestrian connectivity system to move 

people between parking and commercial uses 

.6 Encourage activities along lanes that attract pedestrians to use 

lanes for multiple purposes. (i.e. courtyards and outdoor amenity 

areas to enliven the space) 

 

.4 Connections are created 

within and between 

Neighbourhoods 

 

.1 Encourage building design that creates pedestrian plazas and 

mid-block pathways to connect Beach Avenue with Waldo Way 

 


