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5.0 OBJECTIVES & POLICIES OF COUNCIL 

5.1 ARTS, CULTURE & HERITAGE 

INTRODUCTION 

Peachland recognizes and celebrates its rich heritage.  A number of historic buildings have been retained 

and/or restored that add to the character and feel of Peachland’s Downtown Neighbourhood and provide 

space that supports arts and culture.  For example: 

Peachland’s Little Schoolhouse, built in 1898, has been restored by a group of volunteers organized as 

‘Friends of the Little Schoolhouse Society’.  In 2001, the group formed the Peachland Little Schoolhouse 

Society to facilitate use of the site for artistic, cultural and community events.  Each year, during July and 

August, the Society hosts the Summer Arts Program at the Schoolhouse and provides the facility to local 

artists at no cost. The Society supports a number of other community events throughout the year. 

The Historic Peachland School, constructed in 1908 was in continuous use until 2003.  The building has 

since been restored and is used for a variety of recreation, arts, cultural and social programming.  It is 

currently home of the Peachland Visitor Centre operated by the Peachland Chamber of Commerce, 

Peachland Art Gallery and the Okanagan Boys and Girls Club.  

The Peachland Museum is the architecturally-distinct eight-sided building originally constructed as the 

Peachland Baptist Church in 1910 located at the south entrance to the Beach Avenue Neighbourhood 

and Downtown Character Area.  It served as a place of worship until 1964.  Used over the years as a 

temporary Municipal Hall, Parks and Recreation Office, Fire Brigade Hall and Public Library, it now 

houses the Peachland Museum. 

OBJECTIVES 

.1 Peachland’s history is recognized and celebrated 

.2 Heritage and archaeological resources are respected and managed with best management practices and 
protocols 

.3 Arts and Culture are recognized and celebrated through creative collaboration 

.4 Events and festivals related to the arts provide benefits to community businesses 

.5 Peachland celebrates its citizens and volunteers 

POLICIES 

.1 Actively use historic buildings for community activities, such as the museum 

.2 Encourage all new development or re-development to incorporate elements of public art  

.3 Encourage a creative approach to incorporating public art and artistic expression into the design of open 
space, signs and the interior/exterior of building finishes 

.4 Maintain a culture of community volunteerism by acknowledging the importance volunteers in the 
community  

.5 Support and encourage partnerships and collaborations amongst arts and cultural organizations and 
businesses in the community that promote arts and culture 

.6 Utilize arts and cultural assets to attract visitors to the community. The District should recognize the 
benefits of supporting events and festivals related to the arts and the resulting benefits these have for 
businesses in the community 

.7 Encourage opportunities for creative collaboration  
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.8 Incorporate historical elements into community development through street, park and trail naming, 
preserving historical buildings and celebrating history 

.9 Consider more detailed archaeological assessment prior to development taking placed on lands shown as 
having potential pursuant to current GIS inventories 

 

5.2 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

REGIONAL ECONOMIC CONTEXT 

The Central Okanagan Region has a diverse and growing economy, with most jobs coming from the 

service and goods producing sectors. 

 In 2016, the most common occupations were in sales and services (26%); trades, transport and 
equipment operators (16%); and business, finance, and administration (15%) 

 The top three employment industries in the region in 2016 were: health care and social assistance 
(13.1%); retail trade (13%); and construction (10.9%)   

 In Peachland, the most common occupations in 2016 were in sales and services (25%); trades, 
transport, and equipment operators (19%); and business, finance, and administration (16%)  

The top three employment industries in Peachland were: construction (13.6%); health care and social 
assistance (12.8%); and retail trade (11.8%) 

 In 2015, the population living in Peachland had an average total individual income of $44,121. This is 
lower than the average total income in BC of $45,616.  

 Home based employment –23% of Peachland's employed residents were home‐based in 2016, a 
higher rate than both the region (16%) and province (14%). 
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OBJECTIVES 

.1 Economic development activities align with Peachland’s assets  

.2 The community supports an entrepreneurial culture that fosters a diverse, adaptable and stable local 
economy that provides sustainable employment for its citizens  

.3 Development regulations support tourism services, particularly in the Beach Avenue Neighbourhood.  

.4 Goods and services are available to serve day-to-day needs within Peachland 

.5 Incentives are provided for Downtown revitalization  

.6 The agricultural industry and local artisans are supported through the Farmers’ Market 

POLICIES 

.1 Align economic development activities with Peachland’s natural assets and unique character, 
particularly building on the small town feel of the Downtown Character Area of the Beach Avenue 
Neighbourhood 

.2 Foster an entrepreneurial culture in the community by encouraging creative collaboration 

.3 Support the diversification of home based businesses to expand the types and demographics of 
business owners in the community 

.4 Support and promote the Downtown Neighbourhood as the business and cultural heart of the 
community. 

.5 Review development regulations to ensure tourism services can be established in the Beach Avenue 
Neighbourhood Resort and Downtown Character areas  

.6 Seek niche-market opportunities; accept that large retail developments in neighbouring communities 
serve the needs of Peachland residents but that local businesses have an important role in 
neighbourhoods 

.7 Pursue professional industries by providing information to prospective businesses  

.8 Continue to work with partners in the tourism industry to extend the tourist season and increase the 
number of visitors who spend more time in the community (i.e. support Tourist Information Centre 
initiatives). 

.9 Encourage community groups to plan, organize and execute special events, festivals or unique 
marketing ideas that attract visitors from neighbouring community.  

.10 Pursue continuous improvement of infrastructure (water, sewer, roads) to support increased 
economic development in the community 

.11 Encourage access to, and opportunity for, development of Crown resources that yield economic 
returns that contribute revenue to local community services for citizens, while having minimal impacts 
to the land, wildlife, and sensitive environmental areas 

.12 Support a comprehensive approach to creating an attractive investment climate by working in 
partnership with the province, RDCO, Peachland Economic Development Committee and economic 
development agencies  

.13 Support a diverse mix of residential housing options as a means of creating and supporting economic 
vitality and a diverse local economy  

.14 Effectively manage and protect the integrity of the community’s critical assets such as the lake and 
natural environment that promote and attract employment and investment  

.15 Continue to support the artistic community as a catalyst of economic activity 

.16 Maintain a relationship with UBCO and Okanagan College to provide locations for research 
opportunities and build on the Region’s profile as a knowledge/education centre 

.17 Encourage employers to create and support programs for active transportation 

 

5.3 HOUSING 
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OBJECTIVES 

.1 A continuum of residential opportunities is available to citizens regardless of financial resources, age, and 

household composition (e.g. housing resources support “aging in place”) 

.2 Residential growth and development minimizes environmental impacts and protects quality of life 

.3 Residential densities in urban neighbourhoods increase over time 

.4 Efficient use of existing municipal infrastructure  

.5 A sense of community fostered in residential neighbourhoods 

.6 The District acquires land for park and recreational purposes through the development process 

.7 Principles of Crime Prevention through Environmental Design are incorporated into all developments 

.8 Context sensitive integration of new housing forms into existing neighbourhoods 

POLICIES 

.1 Support a variety of types and tenures in all residential zones 

.2 Implement Regional Housing Strategy recommendations as resources permit  

.3 Update the District of Peachland Housing Action Plan based on Regional Housing Strategy 
recommendations 

.4 Protect existing rental housing stock  

.5 Encourage developers to replace affordable rental housing units lost through redevelopment  

.6 Cooperate with non-profit organizations in the provision of affordable and special needs housing  

.7 Encourage developers to employ universally accessible and adaptable housing design solutions 

.8 Create specialized zoning designations to expand and facilitate a diversity of housing options 

 

5.3.1 AFFORDABLE, RENTAL AND SPECIAL NEEDS HOUSING 

POLICIES 

.1 Participate in the Regional Growth Strategies Priorities Project Plan Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment and Regional Housing Strategy projects to assess and monitor the local and regional 
housing markets.  A collaborative approach will facilitate the allocation of resources to specific 
aspects of the housing spectrum in the areas of highest need in the regional context 

.2 Support on-going monitoring of Regional Housing Strategy objectives to track changes in supply and 
demand and to balance local and regional housing mix  

.1 Create a cash-in-lieu Affordable Housing Amenity Contribution Policy to support a Housing Opportunities 
Reserve Fund as an option for developments of greater than 3 units and less than 100 units outside of the 
Ponderosa-Pincushion Ridge and New Monaco ASP areas 

.2 Continue to support secondary suites in all residential zones 

.3 Encourage the legalization of existing secondary suites 

.4 Partner with not-for-profit agencies (i.e. Habitat for Humanity, Peachland Seniors Housing Society, and 
Peachland Seniors Support Society) for endeavours such as the gifting of land and/or waiving, reducing 
or payment of DCCs 

.5 Explore the concept of “adaptable housing” 

.3 Support Provincial measurement of determinants of population health 

 

5.4 INFRASTRUCTURE 

The District of Peachland is responsible for providing a wide variety of services to meet community needs. 

These services include water, wastewater, storm sewer, fire protection, recreation and program delivery, 



 

 
District of Peachland OCP Bylaw No. 2220 | 5.0 Objectives & Policies 
 

business licensing, building inspection, community buildings and facilities (including parks) and 

development approval.  Infrastructure is critical in the delivery of these services and is the foundation for 

creating and maintaining a vibrant community. 

5.4.1 ASSET MANAGEMENT  

Communities like Peachland are turning to asset management as a process for aligning priorities, making 

informed service delivery decisions and building financial capacity to renew, operate and maintain District 

infrastructure.  Appropriate management ensures that the District can continue to provide efficient and 

effective services, effectively manage risks and provide taxpayers with the best value for money.  The 

District’s asset management initiatives focus on making informed decisions related to risk, cost and 

services with the goal of protecting the integrity of core services and infrastructure.  

A significant proportion of District infrastructure has reached, or will be reaching, the end of its service life 

over the next few decades.  Major investment will be required to maintain existing levels of service, meet 

regulatory requirements for public health and to support future growth of the community. 

Peachland has proactively developed several decision-making support tools to improve its understanding 

of the risk, cost and services as demonstrated by the Asset Management Investment Plan, Asset 

Management Revenue Plan, Multi-utility risk assessment, on-going condition assessments and the 

development of debt and reserve policies to increase infrastructure renewal funding towards the identified 

high priority assets. 

Figure 5.2: Infrastructure Assets 

 

The District of Peachland is responsible for operating and maintaining almost $130 million of infrastructure 

consisting of the: water; wastewater (sewer) and stormwater systems; roadway network; community 

buildings and facilities (including parks) and fleet (vehicles). 

OBJECTIVES 

.1 Asset Management maximizes community benefit in balance with sound financial cost management 

.2 Community Infrastructure objectives are eventually met 

POLICIES 

.1 Update the Asset Management Plan and related documents be updated on a regular basis to ensure 
that community objectives continue to be reflected and pursued 
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5.4.2 COMMUNITY WATER SYSTEM 

The District of Peachland acquired three Irrigation Districts in the early 1980’s. The three water systems 

were: Peachland Irrigation District; Trepanier Irrigation District and Ponderosa Irrigation District.  Each 

system used its own source of water: the Peachland Irrigation District uses Peachland Creek, the 

Trepanier Irrigation District utilizes Trepanier Creek, and the former Ponderosa Irrigation District used 

wells. The three water systems were originally built to service the tree fruit industry.  

In the intervening years, residential growth has replaced much of the tree fruit irrigation. The BC Drinking 

Water Protection Act was ratified in 2001; the Drinking Water Protection Regulation followed in 2003. The 

District of Peachland prudently began planning for improvements in water quality and consumer 

protection and completed their Water Master Plan (WMP) in 2006. The WMP was endorsed by Council in 

2007. 

Since 2007, Peachland has annually extended the interconnection watermains from Peachland Creek to 

the Ponderosa system (approximately 5 km) thus making the Ponderosa well system functionally obsolete 

in 2013. 

While the WMP is intended to ensure sufficient water supply and a competent distribution network, its key 

focus is on consumer safety. The stated vision of the Plan is: “to support the ongoing provision of a safe, 

reliable and affordable water supply for the ratepayers who rely on the District of Peachland’s community 

water system”. The conclusion of the 2006 WMP exercise was that filtration would ultimately be 

necessary for any surface water supply. 

Accordingly, it was recommended that the three systems be integrated and that a filtration plant be 

considered at the Peachland Creek source. The distribution network would be modified to supply all 

customers from a single filtered water source, with provision for emergency supply from Okanagan Lake.  

The WMP was updated in 2015 to reflect legislative changes resulting from the Drinking Water Objectives 

(Microbiological) for Surface Water Supplies in British Columbia (published in November 2012).  In 

support of the plan, the District devised and implemented a Universal Water Metering Program in 2010. 

The water metering program has achieved a reduction of approximately 30% in maximum day demand. 

Concurrently, Peachland completed a Source Water Protection Plan to regulate activities in the 

watershed.  The District intends to initiate construction of a filtration plant in 2018 with the support of 

senior levels of government. 

OBJECTIVES 

.1 Strategies for water conservation continue to result in reduced rates of consumption 

.2 The use, reuse and recycling of grey water is common practice as a means of supplementing water 
supply 

.3 The number of residences served by the community water system increase over time 

POLICIES 

.1 Concentrate District resources in design and construction of the 2018 Water Treatment Project until 
completed 

.2 Continue to pursue funding opportunities offered by senior levels of government to extend the community 
water system once other priority infrastructure projects have been addressed 

.3 Protect water supply and sources that exist in rural areas and on crown land 

.4 Encourage the use, reuse and recycling of grey water to supplement the water supply 
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5.4.3 WASTE WATER COLLECTION (SANITARY SEWER) SYSTEM 

The sanitary sewer system in Peachland is comprised of a combination of individual on-site septic 

disposal systems and a community wastewater (sanitary sewer) collection system.  Since 1994, 

Peachland has been committed to pursuing sanitary sewer service for all residents on a phased basis. 

The process initiated in the early 1990’s with the preparation of a Liquid Waste Management Plan 

(LWMP).  The LWMP included service phasing plans for provision of sewers throughout most of the 

District. 

Completed in 1998, the Phase I sewer project was comprised of the areas identified as the highest 

priority; the commercial (downtown core) and waterfront neighborhoods were considered to be a major 

sources of phosphorous loading to Okanagan Lake. 

In 2002, the District completed a study considering the status of the Phase 2 area on-site septic systems.  

As on-site septic disposal systems continue to age and receive effluent, the number of failures is 

expected to increase with potential impacts on the health of aquatic resources, including local 

groundwater, streams and Lake Okanagan. Based on the study finding the installation of sewers for a 

portion of the Phase 2 area were prioritized and completed in 2004.  

Each of the Phase I and 2 sewer projects were funded by senior levels of government.  However, the 

funding was not adequate to completely service the Phase 2 area and some portions of the area were 

‘orphaned’.  Since 2004, expansion of the community sewer system has primarily been undertaken by 

developers to meet Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw requirements.  

The District continues to be committed to servicing the ‘orphaned’ areas and responding to projected 

growth.  As such, the District has deemed it important to continue to pursue systematic expansions to the 

community sewer system to protect public health and the environment. 

OBJECTIVES 

.1 The number of residences served by the community waste water system increases over time 

.2 Protection of public health and the environment 

POLICIES 

.1 Continue to pursue funding opportunities offered by senior levels of government to extend the community 
wastewater collection system once the Water Treatment Plan Project is complete 

.2 Consider the social, economic and environmental impacts of infrastructure improvements in determining 
budgetary priorities 

 

5.4.4 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

The District’s primary objectives for managing surface run-off with stormwater infrastructure are 

preserving natural ecosystems, mitigating or avoiding hazards to protect public safety and accounting for 

anticipated climate change.  

The District’s storm drainage network is a combination of major and minor system components.  Minor 

stormwater/drainage systems, designed to convey surface run-off associated with frequent rainfall events, 

typically include ditches, street gutters, catch basins inlets and an underground pipe network.  Major 

systems convey stormwater runoff generated by less frequent and more intense rainfall events when 

quantity of run-off exceeds the capacity of the minor (piped) system.  Typical Major system components 

include open channels, creeks and roadways.  
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The 2013 Master Drainage Plan Update identified a number of priority improvements for the District 

involve restoring and/or replacing culverts, establishing major drainage routes, protecting existing natural 

drainage corridors and using best management practices (BMP’s) for the treatment of stormwater. 

Significant portions of the road network are affected by the conveyance method used (ditches, dry wells, 

underground pipes) for stormwater management; drainage improvements therefore require correlation of 

the drainage and roadway network plans. 

OBJECTIVES 

.1 Groundwater and natural aquatic habitats are healthy and robust  

.2 Damage to the natural and built environment by stormwater runoff is reduced and/or mitigated  

POLICIES  

.1 Promote the orderly, economic and logical extension of utilities and services  

.2 Require developers to pay for their fair share of capital costs attributed to servicing their development by 
using a range of tools including Development Cost Charges, as enabled through the Local Government 
Act and Community Charter  

.3 Require that all urban residential and commercial developments be provided full urban services including 
water, sewer, stormwater drainage, roads, sidewalks, street lights and underground wiring in accordance 
with Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw standard. 

.4 Ensure the level of servicing provided to rural areas is adequate to ensure the health and safety of the 
residents 

.5 Maintain a minimum lot size on subdivision of one (1) hectare (2.5 acres) for all residential lots serviced 
by on-site septic systems 

.6 Support extensions of roads and utilities that form a natural progression from existing developments  

.7 Implement local improvement programs for sidewalks, curbs and gutters 

.8 Adhere to a preventative maintenance and renewal program for infrastructure in existing serviced areas 
that is consistent with the Asset Management Plan  

.9 Foster and encourage water conservation 

.10 Continue to implement the Water Master Plan 

.11 Continue to implement the Road Network Plan  

.12 Prepare an Integrated Stormwater Management Plan that incorporates climate change, LID, slope 
stability assessments, flood protection, upper watershed basin hydrology and a watershed management 
plan  

.13 Continue to pursue extension of the community sewer system to enhance the level of service and to 
protect public health and the environment 

.14 Utilize best management practices to protect and manage water resources improve water quality of both 
groundwater and surface water through integrated watershed planning  

.15 Continue in partnership with the Okanagan Basin Water Board (OBWB) and regional partners to 
encourage valley wide cooperation and coordination regarding the conservation of water and protection of 
all water resources  

.16 Encourage the preparation of a water management plan by the Okanagan Basin Water Board (OBWB) on 
the region’s water supply in response to the impacts of climate change and future population growth  

.17 Encourage new development to utilize on-site recycled water for landscaping and other uses 

 

5.5 INTERJURISDICTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS 

OBJECTIVES 

.1 Productive working relationships with regional partners 
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POLICIES 

.1 Collaborate with School District No. 23 to provide safe routes to school, including walking, cycling and 
transit options 

.2 Encourage cooperation, collaboration and partnerships among regional partners in the delivery of 
effective and efficient public services and/or enhance opportunities of mutual benefit for cost sharing on 
procurement, delivery of services, and/or capacity building on issues to ensure financial and human 
resources are invested effectively 

.3 Support the continued exchange of information with provincial agencies on future land use decisions that 
impact the interface of the boundaries of crown land adjacent to the District and best management 
practices for resource extraction to minimize negative impacts in the region (e.g. truck traffic, 
environmental considerations, land use conflicts, nuisances) 

.4 Encourage the examination of future land use designations that consider the Region’s aggregate 
resource based on the site suitability checklist prepared in the Aggregate Supply and Demand Update 
(2013) 

.5 Continue to participate in the Sustainable Transportation Partnership of the Okanagan 

 

5.6 NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

INTRODUCTION 

Hosting one of the longest uninterrupted and undeveloped foreshore areas in the Okanagan, Peachland 

offers a unique combination of natural beauty and an environment that supports a variety of species, 

features that are widely celebrated by residents, businesses and visitors alike. Protection of Peachland’s 

abundant natural environment, resources and features is a significant community priority.  Management of 

the Foreshore of Okanagan Lake [Foreshore Management Units], Trepanier and Peachland Creeks, 

streams, ravines and wetland areas [Environmentally Sensitive Areas – Aquatic] and natural habitats 

including corridors that support wildlife movements and supportive environments for sustaining plant and 

aquatic life [Sensitive Environment Areas – Terrestrial] are all important.  Natural resources include 

forested areas, woodlands and sand/gravel deposits.  All of these may be supported by community 

awareness of local climate action imperatives. 

General policies are followed by objectives and policies for specific aspects of the natural environment. 

OBJECTIVES 

.1 Responsible development practices protect Environmentally Sensitive Areas; environmental assets are 
identified and valued 

.2 Ecosystem processes and functioning, biological diversity, natural character, the aesthetic quality and 
socio-economic values of the natural environment are preserved, protected, restored and enhanced; 
including but not limited to, aquatic ecosystems (waterways, wetlands and riparian areas) and terrestrial 
ecosystems providing habitat, travel corridors, places of refuge, water sources and other wildlife functions 

.3 Water quality and quantity are protected and enhanced 

.4 Recreational activities and aesthetic benefits do not compromise ecological values 

.5 Climate Action goals are met by sustainable development. 

.6 Regional coordination of environmental objectives is achieved 

POLICIES 

.1 Minimize the impact of development on Environmentally Sensitive Areas while respecting private 
property rights and public benefit 

.2 Endorse safe development practices to minimize adverse effects of development on the landscape  
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.3 Enforce terrestrial and aquatic environmental best practices through Technical Development Permit 
requirement.  

.4 Promote sustainable environmental practices including BMP’s, green building design and construction 
and other measures that reduce the development “footprint”  

.5 Encourage land use and transportation infrastructure that improves the ability to withstand climate 
change impacts and natural hazard risks 

.6 Use Restrictive Covenants registered under Section 219 of the Land Title Act, dedication or 
acquisition and environment protection bylaws to encourage the protection and enhancement of 
significant Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs), including wetlands (ponds, lakes, streams and 
natural drainage courses), riparian and terrestrial wildlife habitats 

.7 Control storm runoff from development to minimize impacts on streams and Okanagan Lake  

.8 Support the continued exchange of information with provincial agencies on future land use decisions 
that impact the interface of the boundaries of crown land with the District 

.9 Advocate for resource extraction BMPs to minimize negative impacts on the community such as truck 
traffic, land use conflicts or other nuisances 

.10 Encourage the exchange of information with provincial agencies and regional districts regarding future 
land decisions that may cause negative impacts to surrounding areas to better mitigate these 
potential issues 

.11 Continue to work with senior government environmental agencies in a coordinated and efficient 
manner 

.12 Collaborate with senior levels of government to mitigate risks of development in the floodplain 

.13 Manage regional biodiversity collectively through the adoption of practices outlined in the Okanagan 
Biodiversity Strategy 

.14 Cooperate with the Regional District and regional partners to create and adopt consistent terminology 
and policies that protect and conserve environmental features 

.15 Co-operate with the Region in updating environmental mapping on a regular basis 

 

5.6.1 SHORELINE MANAGEMENT 

INTRODUCTION 

In February 1950, the municipal boundary of the District of Peachland was extended a distance of one 

hundred and eighty-three metres (183 m or 600 ft) into Okanagan Lake along the length of the foreshore.  

Initially, the administration and management of the foreshore was through provincial ministries [as 

variously assigned throughout the years]; the District held a “recreation lease” over the foreshore.  

Subleasing and commercial undertakings were not permitted by the original lease. 

In 1982, the District began preparing a strategy for the future use and development of the shore land 

(foreshore and upland) along the 11.25 km of Okanagan Lake located within the municipality.  A field 

study was conducted in September 1983.  In 1984, the District adopted Official Community Plan Bylaw 

No. 767, 1981 Amendment Bylaw No. 901, 1984 to add the Shoreland Plan as a schedule to the OCP to 

include “specific objectives and policies for the Shoreland”.  The plan defined twelve (12) geographical 

units, provided a description of each and identified development issues and permitted uses taking into 

consideration a broad range of factors including the natural and man-made features of the area, natural 

shore land processes, the goals and aspiration of local residents, property owners and governments. 

In 1987, the District entered into a Head Lease with the Province for all the “unalienated and 

unencumbered foreshore in the Okanagan Lake within 600 feet of the highwater mark”; the lease 

transfers authority to regulate use of the foreshore to the District.  Renewed and effective until June 29, 

2032, the lease includes provisions for sublease and includes a condition that the District maintains a 

management plan (i.e. the Shoreland Plan contained in the OCP) for the foreshore. 
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The Shoreland Plan and map subsequently become Appendix “D” of the updated OCP adopted by Bylaw 

No. 1290 in April 1995.  Updates to the plan described in Bylaw No. 1399 were adopted in January 1997.  

Discussion in the 1997 document recognized that the introduction of man-made features, such as the 

large earth and rock groin south of the Pentowna Marina, have resulted in the artificial intensification of 

both erosion and accretion processes in specific areas.  This information is now included in the 

descriptions of each Map Unit. 

OCP Bylaw No. 1600 adopted in 2001 also included the Shoreland Plan as a schedule to the bylaw.  

Updates to the plan occurred in 2002, 2003 and 2004.  No additional field work has been completed to 

date to update the description of the physical characteristics of the foreshore.  While the flooding events 

of 2017 may have altered the character of the foreshore there is currently insufficient information to 

recommend any changes to the plan.  Once regional floodplain mapping is complete there may be a need 

to amend the plan reflected in this OCP accordingly. 

In 2004, the Province of BC enacted Riparian Areas Regulation (RAR) to provide practical tools for fish 

habitat protection.  These regulations are reflected in the OCP Aquatic Development Permit Area 

Guidelines.  Use of the foreshore may also be regulated through Zoning Bylaw regulations. 

In 2011, the District adopted a Lakefront Area Public Place Regulation Bylaw to regulate the lakefront 

area as a public place and to prohibit the construction and installation of marinas, wharfs, docks and 

buoys without a sublease or license from the District.  Council adopted DEV-250 Wharf, Dock and Buoy 

Policy to establish concurrent licensing requirements. 

The following planning principles identified in the original Shoreland Plan remain relevant and guide policy 

development for the foreshore area: 

 "Set out the way in which these critical lands and water should be used, managed and 
administered in order to serve the broadest public interest." 

 "To recognize that the shore land area is a naturally dynamic and changing environment made up 
of several linked natural processes - physical, biophysical, biological and socio-economic - as an 
integral system, recognizing that disruption to any one link in the system can cause serious 
consequences throughout the system." 

 "To preserve the natural aesthetic qualities of the shore land area recognizing the potential 
damage which can be caused through natural wave action and erosive forces by inappropriate 
management practices in the shore land area." 

 “To adopt the Shoreland Plan as part of the Official Community Plan and further to develop a 
Zoning Bylaw amendment to facilitate the future management of shore zone development”. 

 

While Development Permit Area Guidelines are created to reflect plan objectives, the stated intent to 

amend the Zoning Bylaw remains outstanding.  It is recommended that this management tool be 

implemented coincident with adoption of the OCP to facilitate the implementation of regulations to confirm 

OCP policies. 

Readers are advised to reference the original Shoreland Plan for an overview of foreshore processes 

associated with wind, wave and water levels changes including lake currents and shoreline processes; 

that background information will not be repeated in this document.  Descriptions of each of the Foreshore 

Map Units provided in Section 5.6 are based on the physical descriptions provided in the original 1984 

report (based on 1983 field study) updated by general knowledge, oblique air photographs taken during 

the 2017 flood event and an informal field reviews conducted on October 5, 2017 and January 26, 2018.  

In particular, the accuracy of any description of the lake bottom and presence weed beds is uncertain.  

Photographs taken January 26, 2018 provide a visual reference to the low-water-level conditions in the 

foreshore areas. 
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The objectives and policies identified in this OCP reflect the importance placed on the foreshore by both 

regulation and expressed preference for continued maintenance and where appropriate, enhancement of 

foreshore assets.  Existing conditions demonstrated by the 2018 photos should be minimum standard 

(benchmark) on which any future decisions should be based. 

Discussions about the replacement of municipal piers for public use along the length of the District’s 

foreshore for many decades, are ongoing in 2018.  It is recognized that the type of construction may be 

different in respect of Provincial regulations that have taken affect since original installation.  The dock 

installed in 2016 at the 8th Street Boat Launch serves as an example of one alternative.  It is anticipated 

that Council will give consideration to the various alternatives in due course, but not in time for inclusion in 

this OCP. 

Figure 5.3:  Typical Peachland municipal pier & floating dock located at the 8th Street Boat Launch 

    

OBJECTIVES 

.1 Continuous public access to the foreshore is protected and improved where opportunities arise 

.2 A range of recreational uses are balanced with environmental, social and economic values; 
compatibility of uses is achieved 

.3 Water quality and fish spawning habitat is protected and enhanced 

.4 Maximum community benefit is realized from public, private and commercial recreational uses 
with minimal interruption of natural environmental processes 

.5 All relevant government authorities are respected; all development in the shore land area 
complies with current standards, regulations and approval procedures 

.6 Management practices contribute positively to maintaining the natural character and aesthetic 
quality of the shore lands 

POLICIES 

.1 The functionality of existing municipal piers, generally 2 m in width and 10 m in length, usually 
located at the end of public roads abutting Beach Avenue should be maintained as public assets, 
strategically replaced or enhanced as resources become available  

.2 Regulate upland, foreshore and lake bed uses according to identified Foreshore Management 
Map Units 

.3 Use Local Government Act Part 14 authorities to regulate foreshore uses, most particularly 
through Development Permit Guidelines and Zoning Bylaw provisions 

.4 Technical Development Permit conditions should delineate and protect the streamside protection 
and enhancement area (SPEA) [as defined in Provincial Riparian Areas Regulation (RAR)] and 
apply all recommendations contained in a report from a suitably Qualified Environmental 
Professional (QEP) 

.5 Continue to enter into into Encroachment Agreements with upland property owners where private 
uses are permitted 
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.6 Establish environmental conversation zones a distance of 75 m either side of the mouth of 
Peachland (Deep) and Trepanier Creeks; protect through Development Permit Area and zoning 
designations; no development should occur in these areas 

.7 Continue to support regional aquatic weed management through the Okanagan Basin Water 
Board 

.8 Promote the development, enhancement and continued maintenance of parks and high quality 
recreational facilities fronting the foreshore 

.9 Consider upland and foreshore aesthetic improvements in balance with environmental function 
through site-specific assessment as development is proposed 

.10 Consider hydraulic processes, including but not limited to erosion and accretion, in assessing 
potential foreshore structures of improvements 

.11 Undertake a systematic assessment of the structural integrity of the foreshore; organize 
maintenance and improvement activities according to resource availability and strategic priority 

.12 Charge license fees consistent with the rents charged by the province on tenures located outside 
the District of Peachland Head Lease area 

.13 Support the development of privately owned lands for commercial recreational facilities, where 
appropriate and practical as long as it does not involve dredging or filling of the foreshore or lake 
bed 

 

  


