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5.6.2 ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREAS – AQUATIC 

OBJECTIVES 

.1 Environmental policies and guidelines are scientifically rigorous, clear and transparent 

.2 Development complies with or exceeds Provincial Riparian Area Regulation (RAR) standards and 
DPA Guidelines  

.3 Public and recreational activities of the shoreline area are managed through land use regulation 
pursuant to Local Government Act section 524 

.4 Recreational activities and aesthetic benefits do not compromise ecological values 

.5 All infrastructure investments consider the physical processes that affect the shoreline area of 
Okanagan Lake including the influence of wind, waves, run-off, lake ice and rise and fall of the 
reservoir (i.e. migration of materials through erosion, drift and/or accretion) producing designs that 
minimize the consequences and impacts of manmade structures on hydraulic processes 

.6 Efficient water use supports the sustainability of the hydrologic system 

.7 Fish habitat is protected by implementation of the Provincial Riparian Areas Regulations and 
monitoring by Qualified Environmental Professionals; the community has confidence in the 
professional-reliance model 

POLICIES 

.1 Regulate Okanagan Lake upland, foreshore, and lake bed uses according to identified Foreshore 
Management Map Units and all applicable senior government regulations 

.2 Use Local Government Act Part 14 authorities to regulate foreshore uses, landscaping requirements, 
manage surface water runoff and establish maximum percentages of land area that can be covered 
by impervious surfaces (roofs, roads, parking lots, driveways, etc.), most particularly through 
Development Permit Guidelines and Zoning Bylaw provisions 

.3 Designate the Riparian Assessment Area using a Riparian Area Assessment Report prepared by a 
suitably Qualified Environmental Professional to assess applications for Aquatic Development 
Permits, including delineation of the streamside protection and enhancement area (SPEA) [as defined 
in Provincial Riparian Areas Protection Act and Regulation 

.4 Incorporate the recommendations of the Riparian Area Assessment Report into Technical 
Development Permit and secure performance bonding to ensure riparian protection objectives are 
met 

.5 Permit development and/or land alteration upon due consideration of the intent of Federal and 
Provincial regulations (i.e. the Water Act, Navigable Water Protection Act, Fish and Wildlife Act, 
Highways Act), best practices for environmental protection, social and economic implications 
including but not limited to the aesthetic appearance of shorelands 

.6 Encourage the maintenance of shorelines in their natural undisturbed state where possible 

.7 Promote activities that support stream and lake water quality 

.8 Support Provincial and regional policies and programs for aquatic weed control and manage the 
introduction and spread of invasive species  

.9 Investigate and define a reduced RAR area where Beach Avenue and/or Highway 97 bisect the 
foreshore from upland development 

5.6.3 ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREAS – TERRESTIAL 

OBJECTIVES 

.1 Responsible development practices protect Environmentally Sensitive Areas  

.2 Environmental protection is monitored by Qualified Environmental Professionals; the community has 
confidence in the professional-reliance model 

.3 Regional coordination of environmental objectives is achieved 
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POLICIES 

.1 Encourage the creation of new, and protect existing, wildlife corridors 

.2 Coordinate with the Regional District and regional partners to protect Environmentally Sensitive Areas  

.3 Support regional wildlife corridor connectivity 

.4 Continue to research species at risk and share information on these species with regional bodies 

 

5.6.4 NATURAL HAZARDS 

OBJECTIVES 

.1 Protection of public safety 

.2 Reduction of risk for property damage and personal injury from natural hazards 

.3 Reasonable protection of development lands from hazardous conditions 

POLICIES 

.1 Collaborate with regional partners about hazard management  

.2 Share data, information and mapping to improve hazard and resiliency planning 

.3 Continue efforts to protect citizens and visitors from wildfire and other hazards present in 
urban/wildfire interface areas 

.4 Promote the implementation of wildfire hazard assessment and mitigation measures in existing 
neighbourhoods 

.5 Require wildfire hazard assessment and mitigation measures be integrated into all new developments 

.6 Implement the Drought Management Plan 

 

5.6.5 NATURAL HAZARDS – HILLSIDES 

INTRODUCTION 

Recognizing that approximately 75% of Peachland consists of sloped hillsides and that most of the flat 

areas have already been developed, in June 2007 Golder Associated Ltd. was contracted to provide an 

overview of current hydrogeological and geotechnical conditions in Peachland, including the identification 

and preliminary delineation of areas where natural hazards may exist and development of a management 

tool for identifying potential issues related to these conditions for future development.  The final report was 

delivered in March 2009.  It contained significant technical information and an innovative approach to 

conveying the resulting information. 

The report confirmed the notion that the greater the slope of the hillside contemplated for development, 

the greater the number of issues and challenges to be considered.  Safe development of a site involves 

appropriate design and engineering solutions to each of the following: 

.1 Slope stability 

.2 Cumulative effect of increasing development 

.3 Impact of development on neighbouring properties 

.4 Geotechnical hazards (i.e. rockfall and landslide hazard) 

.5 Hydrogeological and groundwater related issues 

.6 Potential costs and regulatory limitations on hazard mitigation 

.7 Site grading and preparation which result in an unnatural looking hillside 
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Generally, minimization of modification of the natural terrain to protect to the greatest extent possible the 

existing natural vegetation, character and functioning of the hillside environment has been the goal.  The 

Golder study recommended five categories of investigation (G1 to G5).  From these recommendations and 

a review of recent hillside development policies and guidelines in other Central Okanagan municipalities, 

development permit area guidelines have been developed. 

OBJECTIVES 

.1 Protection of people and property from hazardous conditions in the natural environment and the 
creation of hazardous conditions resulting from development on hillsides 

.2 Hydrogeological and geotechnical conditions are adequately addressed to protect slope stability 
(i.e. groundwater seepage, soil/rock characteristics, potential for triggering event occurrence) 

.3 Preservation of significant natural features and landscapes, protection of the natural environment 
(aquatic and terrestrial) distinct to hillsides 

.4 Maintenance of positive hillside aesthetics (i.e. visual impact) 

POLICIES 

.1 Hillside Development Permits to be required for development on lands characterized by slopes in excess 

of 20% or greater for a minimum horizontal distance of 10 metres 

.2 With the exception of small pockets of steeper sloped land, development should be limited to slopes less 

than 30% natural grade 

.3 Assessment of hydrogeological and geotechnical conditions should be conducted by suitably qualified 

professionals at the earliest development stages to promote the consideration and integration of 

appropriate engineering solutions into development design; assessments should be consistent with the 

scale of the proposed development 

.4 The G-3 “Basic Level of Investigation Review Process” model should be undertaken in conjunction with 

the Golder and Associates Model.  Baseline information is available from the District 

.5 Reports from suitably qualified professionals should clearly state that the sites being proposed for 

development to be “safe for development”; hazard delineation should be completed so that annual 

probability of hazard occurrence corresponds to safe building areas being defined safe areas shown on a 

plan drawn to scale 

.6 Establish the threshold of risk tolerance at a probability of occurrence of 1:475 or 10% probability in 50 

years 

.7 Hazard delineation should be completed so that annual probability of hazard occurrence corresponds to 

safe building areas being defined 

.8 Storm water, erosion and groundwater management techniques should be utilized where necessary 

.9 Geotechnical studies should appropriately address hydrogeological and geotechnical impacts including 

any which may impact adjacent lands 

.10 Innovative and flexible development patterns are encouraged where they concentrate development in less 

sensitive areas of steep slopes and where natural grades permit 

.11 Aside from slope stability considerations, municipal services and utilities provided to hillside developments 

should have the least environmental and visual impact, meet service requirements and minimize 

redundancy, capital costs and ongoing maintenance costs 

.12 A view analysis may be required to consider the impact of proposed development both from the hillside to 

the lake and from the lake to the hillside 

.13 Council should only issue a Development Permit where they are satisfied that existing or potential 

hazardous conditions have been adequately addressed 
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5.6.6 NATURAL HAZARDS – WILDFIRE INTERFACE 

OBJECTIVES 

.1 Safe urban-wildland fire interface areas 

POLICIES 

.1 Follow FireSmartBC Guidelines 

 

5.6.7 CLIMATE ACTION 

In 2007, the District of Peachland signed the BC Climate Action Charter which outlined its commitment to 

establish and maintain carbon neutrality in its operations from 2012 onwards 

In 2012, with the help of BC Hydro Power Smart and the Community Energy Association, a Community 

Energy and Emissions Plan was completed to help the District recognize opportunities to reduce its 

environmental footprint and maximize cost savings for the long term benefit of the community 

The Mayor's Task Force on Climate Change is appointed by Council to represent the interests of the 

District of Peachland and the residents of Peachland. The Task Force will:  

• Assist the District of Peachland to achieve its carbon neutrality and water use reduction goals  

• Provide the leadership to create and support a community commitment to address climate change 
challenges 

OBJECTIVES 

.1 Climate change considerations are promoted and actioned by new development 

.2 District actions promote and implement climate actions  

.3 Water and energy conservation goals are established, met and renewed to ensure continuing progress  

.4 Green development practices are commonly employed in Peachland 

POLICIES 

.1 Support the implementation of climate action-specific improvement measures in existing and new 
developments 

.2 Support corporate actions that promote and implement climate actions in District operations by embracing 
new technology as proven viable to reduce District greenhouse gas emissions by 33 per cent below 2007 
levels by 2020, in line with the targets adopted by the Province of British Columbia 

.3 Review opportunities to maximize cost savings in municipal operations and to contribute to the long term 
benefits for the community 

.4 Continue to implement the recommendations of the Community Energy and Emissions Plan and update 
the plan from time to time as needed 

.5 Report annually on progress towards meeting these targets 

.6 Support and promote water and energy conservation methods and approaches  

.7 Encourage and promote green development initiatives, including implementation of the Provincial Energy 
Step Code within the District 

.8 Support and promote community involvement in sustainability and climate action initiative.  

.9 Consider and assess the potential and value of green building design when it is time to build new civic 
buildings 

.10 Encourage the development of alternative and multi-modal transportation networks 

.11 Support the Regional Air Quality Management Plan 

.12 Continue to implement universal water metering and monitor progress towards conservation targets  
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.13 Adopt existing guidelines developed for in the Okanagan related to xeriscape landscaping through 
Development Permit landscaping provisions 

.14 Target a 30% tree canopy coverage within 15 years after planting on all development sites 

.15 Encourage building-scale green building strategies to be incorporated in new construction and in existing 

buildings when renovated 

.16 Encourage the implementation of renewable energy systems (i.e. geothermal, hydrothermal, solar energy 

generation and waste heat capture) 

.17 Investigate partnering in a District energy system demonstration project 

.18 Encourage the implementation of passive solar strategies, such a building orientation and strategic 

deciduous tree location to reduce energy required for heating and cooling buildings 

.19 Encourage the integration of eco-roofs on new buildings to build environmental habitat, filter air pollution, 

infiltrate stormwater and counter the heat island effect on all projects with a > 2,000m2 (0.5 ac) or larger 

lot size 

.20 Support eco-roofs that require irrigation covering up to 50% of the roof area 

.21 Encourage new development to utilize eco-friendly materials for construction  

.22 Promote retrofitting of existing buildings to increase environmental efficiency and reduce negative impacts 

.23 Consider greenhouse gas reduction strategies in all decision-making processes 

.24 Promote the incorporation of renewable energy infrastructure into new developments 

.25 Encourage stormwater harvesting from roof surfaces; use of on-site water management strategies for all 

roof surfaces, including eco-roofs and private residences; infiltrating it or storing it in cisterns for reuse in 

irrigation 

.26 Consider the integration of rain gardens into boulevard plantings for capturing and infiltrating storm water 

giving preference to plants of low to medium heights to maintain visibility between the street and sidewalk 

.27 Maximize the use of native and climate appropriate species to greatly reduce water requirements 

.28 Group species with similar moisture requirements, use mulch and drip irrigation at night to reduce 

evaporation 

5.7 TRANSPORTATION 

INTRODUCTION 

The District’s road system is primarily comprised of a network of hillside roads. There are four major road 

corridors that service the District: Beach Avenue, Princeton Avenue, Ponderosa Drive and Trepanier 

Bench Road.  Several other collector roads contribute to overall road network capacity. 

The District completed a Road Network Plan in 2004, which outlines future network connections, 

improvements, roadway cross sections and key considerations for the community’s transportation system. 

These considerations include steep topography, pedestrian connections, access to key destinations at 

lower elevations, access across highway 97 and alternate transportation choices.  Of these 

considerations, topography is the most constraining as it severely limits connections between 

neighborhoods, feasibility of alternatives to the automobile and constructability of bike lanes and multi-use 

paths.  Over three-quarters of Peachland (about 78%) lies on slopes greater than 10 percent and nearly 

half of the District (approximately 47%) is sloped greater than 30 percent. 

The District completed the Princeton Traffic Study in 2009, the Princeton Road Condition Study in 2010 

and the Sidewalk and Pedestrian Connectivity Plan in 2011; it provides guidance for the planning 

pedestrian connections intended to suit the needs of all.  The plan sets out three types of connections, 

including connections that fit within road right of way, off-street connections and longer term conceptual 

connections.  
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Almost all Peachland residents travelling to and from work drive their own vehicle.  Very few Peachland 

residents walk, cycle or take public transit between home and their workplace; these types of travel 

account for less than 7% of total trips.  This is substantially lower than the provincial average of 

approximately 23%. 

Another transportation challenge for Peachland is the effective use of Highway 97 and the potential 

impact of the proposed widening of Highway 97 or construction of an alternate route with the existing 

highway becoming the responsibility of the District.  In any case, the needed safety improvements in the 

short-term is recognized.  Plans for resurfacing and installation of a traffic light at Trepanier Bench Road 

should be completed in 2018.  Provincial Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure staff have advised 

that a decision on the long-term solution will also be forthcoming in the near future but not in time to be 

considered in this OCP review. 

OBJECTIVES 

.1 A local road network that allows safe and efficient movement of goods and people within Peachland. 

.2 Safe and convenient pedestrian and bicycle access to schools, parks and between neighbourhoods  

.3 Consistent evidence-based investment in transportation planning, upgrades and maintenance supports 
growth and development in Peachland and the region 

POLICIES  

.1 Contribute to coordinated regional transportation planning by aligning the District’s plans with 
regional plans shortly after their completion 

.2 Protect the rights-of-way for major roads as indicated in Schedule 4 Map 2 – Major Road Network 
Map 

 
Figure 5.4:  Modal share for primary travel to and from work in Peachland. 

 

.3 Discourage the creation of residential lots fronting major roads unless primary access via a rear 
lane is secured by restrictive covenant on title 

.4 Determine road standards based on the function of the road (i.e. roadway widths, spacing of 
intersections, access to adjoining land, alignments and acceptable grades)  
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.5 Implement directions outlined in the Sidewalk and Pedestrian Connectivity Plan to achieve more 
north-south connections between neighbourhoods  

.6 Encourage a street network that efficiently supports the various modes of transportation between 
neighbourhoods and commercial areas, including cycling, pubic transit, walking, and private 
vehicles 

.7 Implement directions contained within the Sidewalk and Pedestrian Connectivity Plan 
incorporating bicycle and pedestrian trail systems (including laneways) along collector roadways 
to achieve access to parks, schools and between neighbourhoods. The network may consist of 
roadways, sidewalks, laneways, parks, trails and natural areas. See Major Road Network Map  

.8 Require Traffic Impact Studies for significant new development  

.9 Prepare a Transportation Plan that evaluates all modes of transportation, the hierarchy of roads, 
traffic volumes, truck routing into the industrial area of Upper Princeton and a road building and 
upgrading schedule  

.10 Develop an Access Management Plan in conjunction with the MOTI once the outcomes of the 
Peachland Transportation Study and Central Okanagan Planning Study (COPS) are known.  
Principles, objectives, strategies and policies from the plan should be incorporated into the OCP 
in due course  

.11 Ensure that any potential major transportation corridors are designed to reduce negative impacts 
and respect the character of the area through which the corridor passes 

.12 Increase access to alternative modes of transportation through neighbourhood design which also 
reduces travel distance and trip frequency 

.13 Continue to collaborate with higher levels of government to improve inter-regional transportation  

.14 Active transportation should be encouraged as a primary mode of transport by enhancing 
pedestrian connectivity trails as the per the Trails 2000 initiative 


