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6.5 FORM & CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AREAS 

The following Form & Character Development Permit Areas are authorized by a combination of multiple 

authorities.  A Development Permit issued pursuant to these designations may include requirements 

respecting: 

.1 the character of the development, including landscaping and the siting, form, exterior design and finish of 
buildings and other structures 

.2 specific features of the development exterior to the building and structures, including but not limited to the 
type and placement of trees and other vegetation in proximity to buildings and other structures, supporting 
energy and water conservation and the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 

.3 machinery, equipment and systems external to buildings and other structures 

However, Development Permit authority cannot be used to establish standards for the construction 

standards that are additional to or different than the standards established by the B.C. Building Code 

Development Permit Area Designated pursuant to 

Local Government Act Section 

Subject to 

Local Government Act Section 

 

Comprehensive 488(1)(e), (f), (h), (i) and (j) 491(7), (8) and (9) 

Intensive Residential 488(1)(e), (f), (h), (i) and (j) 491(7), (8) and (9) 

Revitalization (Downtown) 488(1)(d), (e), (f), (h), (i) and (j) 491(7), (8) and (9) 

Waterfront 488(1)(d), (e), (f), (h), (i) and (j) 491(7), (8) and (9) 

Local Government Act Section 491 stipulates what a development permit issued pursuant to section 488 

may do and the conditions and requirements that can be imposed.  The guidelines contained in this OCP 

respect the authorities and restrictions outlined in the noted sections. 

Water and energy conservation and the reduction of GHG emissions to meet Climate Action Character 

targets are important community priorities.  Guidelines for addressing each are included where 

appropriate. 

With respect to institutional developments such as schools and hospitals, Council’s policy will be to 

require the granting of a LGA Section 219 covenant controlling the form and character of the buildings, as 

a condition of rezoning. 

 

6.5.1 COMPREHENSIVE (MULT-UNIT RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL) DPA 

The purpose of the Comprehensive Development Permit Area is to enhance the overall form and 

character of development within Peachland.  The manner and style of any new development has a direct 

impact on the built and natural environment influencing the quality of life of residents.  The 

Comprehensive Development Permit Area aims to ensure that new development compliments 

Peachland’s existing character and residents’ lifestyles. 

Growth, infill and redevelopment pressures and higher expectations for design quality create the need to 

give comprehensive consideration to site layout, building form and character and landscaping.  This 

category recognizes that the basic objectives for forms of development are similar across a variety of land 

uses and neighbourhoods.  Guidelines are to be applied in a context sensitive way that respects the 

varied applicability to different building forms and land uses with recognition that buildings and the 

landscape operate as a integrated and sustainable system. 
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AREA 

The Comprehensive DPA combines objectives and guidelines for all properties that are currently, or 

become, zoned for low or medium density multiple-unit residential, commercial, comprehensive 

development containing residential, commercial or industrial uses, industrial and/or any mix of these uses.  

This DPA includes lots currently designated for multiple unit residential, commercial, mixed use or 

industrial as shown on the map contained in Schedule 7 - Map 1: – Comprehensive DPA.  

OBJECTIVES 

OCP objectives aim to facilitate the following: 

.1 Respect the existing character and local context of the community  

.2 Create neighbourhoods that are livable, vibrant and harmonious 

.3 Establish a sense of community, both within each neighbourhood and for Peachland as a whole 

.4 Celebrate the diversity of Peachland; both people and place 

.5 Optimize community amenities and enhance their accessibility 

.6 Create safe and accessible neighbourhoods 

.7 Enhance the environmental sustainability of the community 

.8 Develop the built environment to better enable healthy, active lifestyles 

.9 Enhance Peachland’s economic vitality through the creation of growth opportunities 

 
There can be multiple reasons for each objective and multiple guidelines on how to achieve them.  

Development Permit Area Guidelines are intended to ensure that land is used both effectively and in a 

manner that is sympathetic to existing uses.  The goal is to encourage the efficient use of natural 

resources, energy and water throughout its full lifecycle.  Each Development Permit Area should also be 

informed by Neighbourhood-specific policies and/or guidelines that address area-specific opportunities 

and challenges. 

6.5.2 INTENSIVE RESIDENTIAL DPA 

The authority to designate areas in which intensive residential is a permitted use includes any properties 

that are currently, or become, zoned for high density multiple-unit residential; small lot, compact, single-

family residential and manufactured home park developments or some combination of these at any 

density that may be considered “intensive”.  This designation provides the ability to establish guidelines 

and permit conditions addressing form and character of the development, most particularly for infill 

housing projects, including siting, exterior design and finish of buildings and other structures on properties 

zoned for intensive residential development. 

AREA 

This Development Permit Area (DPA) designation applies to all lots designated for intensive residential 

development as defined by the map attached as Schedule 7 – Map 2: Intensive Residential DPA.  

Intensive residential development may also provide the ability to cluster housing where slopes can 

integrate form without significant impact on natural features, views, tree cover and natural drainage 

courses and to increase density in existing low-density neighbourhoods. 

The purpose of the guidelines is to facilitate the sensitive integration of a variety of low-density residential 

housing options, including smaller single detached residential lots, low-density ground-oriented multi-unit 

residential and manufactured home options into existing neighbourhoods.  The goal is to increase the 

number and variety of opportunities for smaller, more affordable, accessible and low maintenance options 

for a variety of households sizes, compositions, demographics and lifestyles.  Infill residential 



 

 
District of Peachland OCP Bylaw No. 2220 | 6.0 Development Permit Area Guidelines 

 

development presents an opportunity to increase residential density, promote the efficient use existing 

municipal infrastructure and introduce a variety of housing forms into existing residential neighbourhoods. 

6.5.3 REVITALIZATION DPA 

The Downtown Neighbourhood is identified as an area prioritized for revitalization, as such, it is also 

designated under section 488(d) to provide the opportunity for Council to consider property tax 

exemptions for up to ten years under the Community Charter.  Construction of a new improvement or 

alteration of an existing improvement commenced on or before December 31, 2020, and completed, with 

an occupancy permit if applicable, by December 31, 2022 may be eligible for tax savings under 

Revitalization Tax Exemption (RTE) Bylaw No. 2035 where the conditions of the bylaw can be satisfied.  

Any development requiring a Revitalization Development Permit will be subject to the Comprehensive 

DPA Guidelines. 
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Respect Local Context SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To preserve and enhance the special natural, historical or aesthetic features 

that help define the identity and unique character of each neighbourhood; to 

develop a unique sense of place consistent with the future vision for each area; 

to manage the integration of new uses into existing neighbourhoods; and to 

respect the local climate and location.  

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Buildings & Structures 

1. Building mass, scale and height should relate positively to and 

complement site characteristics including the natural topography, the 

rhythm of adjacent buildings and the pattern of neighbourhood (e.g. 

building height steps down towards the lake) 

2. Buildings should feel natural to the site and Okanagan environment 

regardless of the architectural style 

3. Building and roof line articulation should emulate and complement the 

mountain, valley and lake setting, protect solar access to the surrounding 

buildings and pedestrian environment, protect views and minimize wind 

tunnel effects 

4. The slope of the roof should be oriented in the same direction as the 

natural slope of the lot; strong primary roof forms may be supported by 

secondary roofs to express a hierarchy and to visually support the primary 

roof line (similar to the variations that occur in nature) 

5. Feature local materials as a means of reflecting the natural setting and as 

a common thread to tie development to the regional landscape 

6. Respond architecturally to summer sun with buildings that have overhangs 

and recesses of sufficient depth to provide shelter and shade 

7. Preserve the scale of the grid pattern of development within the Beach   

Avenue Neighbourhood by maintaining the existing building rhythm  

8. Design new structures with consideration of existing structures expected to 

remain and future buildings which can reasonably be anticipated on 

adjacent properties; match main floor levels, where practical and 

appropriate 

9. Blend building articulation and massing where buildings of different density 

come together, e.g. step ends, chamfer corners, roofs, etc.; use 

complementary materials, details and colours. 

10. Relate size and proportions of openings, windows and doors to those in 

neighbouring structures; openings should be architecturally compatible 

with the building style 

11. Developers are encouraged to create building design schemes at the 

subdivision stage, in cooperation with the District, to ensure design 

guidelines are met at time of building development on individual lots.  A 

coordinating architect may administer and monitor the building scheme on 

behalf of the developer 

12. Buildings on Beach Avenue in the Downtown Character Area should reflect 

and enhance the small town feel of Peachland 

Examples of How: 

 Split level designs with stepped 

foundations avoid large downhill 

cantilevers or exposed support 

structures 

 Incorporate a roof that is broken 

into smaller components that 

reflect the irregular natural 

hillside pattern; height of building 

elements are varied to minimize 

areas of maximum height 

 Limit the use of large expanses 

of glass or any reflective or shiny 

material 
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Guidelines: Indoor & Outdoor 

The orientation of Peachland gives 
it a superb relationship to the sun’s 
path of travel allowing comfortable 
outdoor activities for a majority of 

the year.   

Wherever possible: 

1. Encourage inclusion of all-
season outdoor uses  

2. Emphasize the relationship of 
buildings to local context; and 

3. Integrate indoor and outdoor 
functions by including: 

 Full transparent windows 
with low sills 

 Doors with easy access to 
functional outdoor spaces 

 Decks and gardens 

6.5.1 

.1 
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Respect Local Context SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To preserve and enhance the special natural, historical or aesthetic features 

that help define the identity and unique character of each neighbourhood; to 

develop a unique sense of place consistent with the future vision for each area; 

to manage the integration of new uses into existing neighbourhoods; and to 

respect the local climate and location. 

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Building & Structure Finishing 

Colours 

1. Building colours should induce a sense of richness and liveliness to 

complement and enhance the character of the neighbourhoood.  Variation 

in colour schemes may be supported if they complement each other and 

their surroundings 

2. While basic earth tone colours should be used, monotone colour schemes 

should be avoided unless special architectural elements can be accented 

with colours; variances in textures and materials may be a solution 

3. Accent colours can be provided for doors, window frames, cornices, 

landscape boxes and signs 

4. Trim colours and expressive elements may be deeper blended tones 

inspired by the natural environment. Black, white or primary colours may be 

accepted if integral to a comprehensive colour scheme that otherwise 

respects the regional colour palette 

Guidelines (How) - 

Attention to Quality 

1. Building materials should be 

selected for their functional and 

aesthetic quality, should exhibit 

qualities of workmanship, 

durability, ease of maintenance 

and contribute to an 

appearance of quality 

construction that evokes a 

sense of permanence (i.e. 

stone, brick or masonry finishes 

that create texture and interest 

are encouraged) 

2. Exposed foundations and 

exposed faces of raw concrete 

should match the finish of the 

wall above or be clad with a 

complimentary material such as 

stone, brick or split face 

masonry (i.e. masonry finishes 

extending from grade to cover 

all or a portion of the ground 

floor are encouraged) 

3. The design and materials used 

in fences and retaining walls 

should complement the building 

design and neighbourhood 

character; retaining walls 

should be stepped to avoid 

expansive wall surfaces and 

textured to provide visual 

interest (large concrete block 

walls are not supported) 
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Regional colour palette 

Peachland consists of semi-arid grassland and forest on mature mountain  

geography.  This is the basic colour palette to be drawn 

upon when completing a colour scheme.  Use earth tone 

colours on buildings and roofs to blend into the 

surrounding natural environment and to reflect the 

general “warmth” to the light and colour palette. 

Local colours are sandy browns, sage grays, pine and 

juniper green, sunflower yellows and contrasted to 

deep lake and sky blues.  Within this context a great 

range of colours and intensities can be observed to 

draw inspiration from.  

Best Practices 

Design innovation is encouraged utilizing different materials and organizational 

concepts subject to the specific concerns of the neighbourhood 

Appropriate selection of material and attention to detail in the installation are 

key to the overall effect achieved by building design in creating neighbourhood 

ambience 
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Respect Local Context SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To preserve and enhance the special natural, historical or aesthetic features 

that help define the identity and unique character of each neighbourhood; to 

develop a unique sense of place consistent with the future vision for each area; 

to manage the integration of new uses into existing neighbourhoods; and to 

respect the local climate and location.  

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Site Design & Landscaping 

1. Incorporate forms, images and materials that relate to the region’s natural 
and cultural landscapes (e.g. incorporate orchard inspired themes) 

2. Sloped sites should be designed to have the hillside step down in a gradu-
al manner with buildings and retaining walls integrated into the slope, re-
ducing visual impact; landscaping should be used to connect and blend 
terrace levels into the natural landscape 

3. Cuts and fills of sloped site should be incorporated into the building enve-
lope wherever possible or blend with the natural topography (i.e. varied 
contours and vegetation avoiding sharp angles), providing smooth transi-
tions and mimicking pre-development site contours 

4. Incorporate landscaping into building architecture or along facades to sof-
ten the contrast between buildings and the natural environment (e.g. hang-
ing baskets, pots on balconies, rooftop gardens, vines) 

5. Provide generous outdoor spaces to create a unique sense of place that 
attracts and engages residents and visitors in the Okanagan lifestyle 

6. Incorporate techniques and treatments that emphasize the transition be-
tween inside and outside (e.g. overhead rolling doors, extended building 
planes, canopies, trellises) to emphasize the Okanagan style 

7. Preserve existing plant materials of significant size or relocate within the 
site when practical 

8. Incorporate required parking into the natural landscape minimizing the 
need for lot grading (i.e. avoid large, flat parking areas) 

Regionally appropriate landscaping 

 

Source:  www.okanaganxeriscape.org 

Examples 

The community values the unique 

aspects of each neighbourhood 

and places a high value on 

maintaining the integrity of the 

community’s character and 

natural environment.  

Development should be guided by 

the unique aspects and features 

of each neighbourhood. 

Beach Avenue:  Lake access 

Downtown:  Village character 

Gateway:  Social connection 
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Taking advantage of location 

Integrate seating and planting 
beds into hard landscaping 

6.5.1 

.3 

http://okanaganxeriscape.org/unh2o-garden/un-h2o-garden-construction
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Celebrate People and Place SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To promote a sense of community, diversity and connection; people and place 

are celebrated.  The relationship between buildings, outdoor areas, streets, 

neighbourhoods and the community as a whole influence design that supports 

the needs of occupants and visitors. 

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Buildings & Structures 

1. Built form should be seen and experienced as a sum of its building parts.  

The overall intent will be to achieve the look of a composition of several built 

forms 

2. A composite of several built forms with 

differentiation between individual 

developments should contribute to a 

sense of community 

3. Architectural design features 

emphasize “people” places; building 

design should convey a high degree of 

human scale (i.e. articulation and 

expression in a manner that relates to the dimensions of the human form) 

4. In larger buildings, mass or bulk should be broken down into a number of 

volumes to improve the human scale, enhance visual interest and create 

building rhythm through horizontal or vertical articulation 

5. Buildings should front on abutting streets; main entrances should face the 

street, be clearly visible and be directly accessed from the public sidewalk 

or street by a safe, accessible, hard surface walkway 

6. Well located and proportioned, visually prominent entrances emphasized 

with architectural detail, variations in materials and lighting act to 

personalize or lend identity to a building 

7. Ground-floor units should be connected to the 

street through a visual dialog 

8. First floor commercial spaces should have a 

higher floor-to-ceiling height than upper floors 

while maintaining the pedestrian scale along 

sidewalk frontages 

9. Entries and main level occupancy should be 

elevated no more than 1m from the fronting sidewalk 

or street grade, unless water table or flood 

construction levels dictate otherwise 

10. Buildings may emphasize rooflines, eaves or roof 

extensions to convey a sense of “shelter” especially 

useful in commercial buildings to assist in weather 

protection and establish a rhythm at the street edge 

11. Street address numbers should be clearly identified 

Anatomy of a Building 

Base: 

A pedestrian-oriented building 

base (i.e. lowest storeys) should 

be finished with materials that 

anchor it to the street and 

separate the base from the upper 

storeys 

Upper Storeys: 

Techniques to differentiate the 

base from upper stories: 

 Use of balconies/outdoor 

decks 

 Different fenestration/corner 

windows 

 Different materials and/or 

colours 

 Canopies and false roofs 

 Trim and accents 

 Articulation in walls/façade 

 Setback and/or terracing 

above the second storey to 

reduce massing impacts at the 

pedestrian level 

 

Fifth Elevation (Roof-scape): 

Create interesting views from 

above roof-top elements; use 

variations in roof or parapet height 

on flat roofs and roof ridgelines on 

sloped roofs or architectural 

embellishments 
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Celebrate People and Place SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To promote a sense of community, diversity and connection; people and place 

are celebrated.  The relationship between buildings, outdoor areas, streets, 

neighbourhoods and the community as a whole influence design that supports 

the needs of occupants and visitors. 

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Site Design & Landscaping 

1. Emphasize and celebrate neighbourhood “gateways” to define the limits 

between various areas and help to provide orientation to visitors using 

signs, sculptural art, unique landscaping or dramatic building forms 

2. Locate high-profile buildings at street ends featuring a pedestrian-oriented 

forecourt and vehicle turning areas to reinforce a sense of arrival 

3. Encourage signs which are oriented to the pedestrian and which add to the 

character envisioned for the neighbourhood; entry signs should be placed 

at or below eye level and may be integrated with landscaping or other 

features 

4. Site design features emphasize “people” places; include features to foster 

social interaction and a sense of community (e.g. seating area, entry court 

to a building, etc.) 

5. Create business and community activity clusters through co-location of 

retail and other high pedestrian traffic opportunities 

6. Integrate plaza, courtyards, community gardens and multi-purpose 

landscapes into developments to balance the increased density with natural 

amenities 

7. Seating and retail areas may be located in the front yard setback to 

promote the interaction of patrons with people on the sidewalk 

8. Small front yards, front 

porches, balconies, verandas 

and covered entryways may be 

used to create exterior living 

space 

9. Building entrances and 

landscaping in laneways can 

create cool, inviting places to 

walk in warm summer months 

and unique retail experiences 

 

Examples 

Create urban spaces that trigger 
interaction between people to in turn 
create shared experiences 
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Celebrate People and Place SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To promote a sense of community, diversity and connection; people and place 

are celebrated.  The relationship between buildings, outdoor areas, streets, 

neighbourhoods and the community as a whole influence design that supports 

the needs of occupants and visitors. 

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Prioritize People over Parking 

1. Prioritize pedestrian over automobiles; pedestrian circulation is convenient, 

safe and clearly identifiable to both drivers and pedestrians 

2. Private roads, lanes should provide efficient circulation, encourage 

appropriate speed through physical design and accommodate pedestrian 

use through the use of alternative paving materials or grade changes 

3. Mid-block pedestrian pathways are considered a community amenity 

4. Promote the use of alternative modes of transportation in site design (e.g. 
prominent bicycle racks for convenience and security) 

5. Off-street parking should not be visually prominent; parking areas should 

be located internal to the site between, behind buildings or screened with 

landscaping or durable permanent architectural element to retain a 

pedestrian-friendly feel; enclosed parking is preferred 

Garage Doors 

1. The design and detailing of the garages should be consistent with the 
architectural style of the building, especially when visible from the street 

2. Blend garage entrances with the building façade using building base colour 

3. In multi-unit residential developments, where individual front facing garage 
doors are unavoidable, the impact on the public realm may be mitigated by: 

a. Designing residential units with enough width to include attractive 
entrances and windows between garages; 

b. Recessing garage doors a minimum of 0.6m (2ft) behind the main 
building façade; and/or 

c. Limiting the width of the garage door to no more than 50% of the building 
width, as seen from the fronting road.  Where severe grade limitation 
allows the garage to be located within the basement level, the maximum 
width limitation need not apply 

   

District of Peachland OCP Bylaw No. 2220 | 6.5.1 Comprehensive DPA 

6.5.1 

.6 



 

 

 
COMPREHENSIVE C

a
t
e
g

o
r

y
 

O
b

je
c

t
iv

e
 

Livable Neighbourhoods SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To create neighbourhoods where people are comfortable.  The integration of 
indoor and outdoor spaces maximizes functionality and amenity to users; capi-
talizes on opportunities for activity and pedestrian experience in a well-
organized streetscape in balance with respect for private space. 

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Buildings & Structures 

1. Where residential uses are present, the mass of the building should be 
located close to the front yard setback to increase the amount of usable/
livable space in the rear yard 

2. Front, rear or side yards may provide private amenity space depending on 
lot layout; outdoor space is adequately screened for privacy 

3. Entries and main living spaces may be elevated approximately 1m from the 
fronting sidewalk or street grade 

4. Balconies, decks and patios may be inset into the building to improve 
privacy; private areas may be screened with latticework or landscaping 

5. Placement of windows, balconies and doors should be organized to ensure 
visual privacy between buildings in residential and mixed use areas (e.g. 
windows should be offset) 

6. Roofing material should complement 
the overall building design and be 
selected with due consideration to 
views from above 

7. Weather protection should be 
provided at doorway entrances 

Best Practices: 

The sequence and timing of a 

development may be specified in 

the development permit to reduce 

impacts such as interference with 

residential enjoyment, 

construction interference, 

unsightly premises and 

environmental impacts. 
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Livable Neighbourhoods SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To create neighbourhoods where people are comfortable.  The integration of 
indoor and outdoor spaces maximizes functionality and amenity to users; capi-
talizes on opportunities for activity and pedestrian experience in a well-
organized streetscape in balance with respect for private space. 

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Landscaping 

1. Landscaping of the most visually accessible lot frontages sets the 
impression for the neighbourhood and sets a precedence for future 
development; the quality, level of detail and overall design should be 
attractive and interesting 

2. Landscaping may be used to clearly 

delineate private or semi-private space 

from public space without becoming a 

barrier to friendly interaction; visual 

interaction between residential 

buildings and pedestrian circulation is 

important to provide a sense of 

security and friendliness within a 

neighbourhood  

3. Fencing (or hedging) along public frontage should be decorative and 

somewhat transparent to allow visibility and connection between the 

building and the sidewalk/street 

4. Landscaping should incorporate living plant material, special pavements, 

low screen walls, gateways, planters or site furniture to enhance the 

landscape design 

5. Use light-coloured pervious 

pavement wherever practical to 

reduce the heat-island effect 

and create a comfortable micro-

climate 

6. Landscaping, including trees 

and shrubs, should be 

completed within 6 months of 

building occupancy to increase 

privacy, shade and amenity 
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Targets: 

 Street trees are provided as a 

component of all new 

development 

 Lanes are a community 

amenity first and a street 

second (especially Waldo 

Way) 

 Tree plantings should be 

located 2 m back from the 

sidewalk or roadway at 

approximately 15m intervals 

 The same tree species should 

be used on each side of the 

street 

 Tree species are selected 

based recommendations from 

a qualified professional 

 Parking areas feature trees to 

provide shade and shelter 

 

Getting Comfortable 

People are more willing to “get out 

of the car” and walk along 

sidewalks which appear to be 

interesting, attractive, comfortable, 

safe and populated; this will add 

vitality to the neighbourhood. 
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Harmonious Neighbourhoods SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To create neighbourhoods where the physical form reduces land use conflict, 

prioritizes and supports harmonious relationships. 

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Buildings & Structures 

1. To achieve harmonious integration with surroundings, development should 

be sensitive to the scale, mass and form of adjacent buildings 

2. Design solutions: shape, height, rooflines, architectural features and exterior 

finishes should be complementary to the surrounding streetscape and the 

evolution of the community over time (e.g. align architectural features such 

as window rhythm, cornice lines to create visual continuity) 

3. Building design should employ innovative and unique architectural design 

features to optimize site use (e.g. lake views, adaptable and flexible ground 

floor spaces that are able to respond to changing economies and reduce 

waste and lifecycle costs) 

4. Building design and placement should address sunlight penetration, passive 

solar heating and cooling, natural ventilation, protection from prevailing 

winds and public views from adjoining building and public spaces 

5. Site specific conditions may determine appropriate building height 

6. Strategically locate elevator penthouses to reduce their visibility by 

integrating them with the roof design, building materials and colours 

7. Shadow impacts on adjacent properties should be reduced by stepping the    

building inward or by reducing the overall building footprint 

8. Noise impacts from high traffic roads upon private outdoor and indoor living 

spaces should be mitigated through building design 

9. Conceal mechanical, electrical and service equipment/facilities or locate 

them away from public view [and hearing] on side or rear frontages 

10. Loading areas should be designed to functionally accommodate truck 

maneuvering and be strategically located out of public view or otherwise be 

screened from public view 

Targets 

 Design treatments respect 

both market and tourism 

appeal 

 Base finishing materials should 

anchor the building to the street 

and create a sense of value, 

durability and permanence; the 

use of stone, brick, tile or 

masonry in natural colours and 

textures are encouraged 
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Harmonious Neighbourhoods SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To create neighbourhoods where the physical form reduces land use conflict, 

prioritizes and supports harmonious relationships. 

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Site Design 

1. Parking lots should not abut streets and public open space; if parking areas 

must be sited adjacent to a street, they should be provided in small clusters 

screened with landscaping or durable permanent architectural elements to 

retain a pedestrian-friendly feel 

2. Shared vehicle access and shared surface parking areas between adjoining 

sites is encouraged; consider parking lots and driveways as pedestrian 

priority spaces where vehicles are permitted 

3. Practical access and yards for servicing garbage, recycling and waste bins 

should be landscaped to reduce the impact of adjacent properties and uses; 

i.e. screen parking and service (garbage bins) areas 

4. Waste storage systems should be designed to eliminate negative odors 

from organic waste or other wastes that emit negative odors 

5. Use landscaping to soften, embellish, buffer from noise and undesirable 

views and provide visual screening 

6. High-intensity lighting shall generally not be considered in accordance with 

Dark Sky principles 

7. Signs should be designed to complement the building façade, 

complimentary in both materials, and style and be located for pedestrian 

convenience 

8. Where new development deviates from existing form and character blank 

firewalls should either be eliminated or adequately detailed to provide visual 

interest in the interim 

9. Unimproved blank walls are discouraged; walls may be improved with any 

combination of: 

· Variations in colour 

and materials 

· Sculpted surfaces 

· Landscaped planters, 

trellises and arbours 

with planting 

· Murals, mosaics or 

public art 

· Windows or display 

cases 

 

 

Targets 

 Maximum function; minimum 

land-use conflict 

 Happy residents, business 

owners and visitors 

 Voluntary compliance to 

District bylaws; A voluntary-

compliance approach to bylaw 

enforcement is sufficient to 

meet the needs of the 

community 

 A beautiful and sustainable 

community 
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Healthy Neighbourhoods SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To create safe and walkable neighbourhoods, accessible by all, where people 

are comfortable living, working and engaging in the pursuit of healthy lifestyles.  

To build neighbourhoods that promote physical activity, both utilitarian (activity 

to get somewhere or do something) and recreational (activity during leisure 

time) in support of positive health outcomes in the community.  

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Buildings & Structures 

1. Crime Prevention through Environmental Design principles and techniques 

should be implemented in building design 

2. Opportunities for natural surveillance should be maximized; buildings 

should front onto a street, at a minimum windows should be oriented toward 

the primary street frontage to allow people to easily view what is happening 

around them during everyday activities 

3. In buildings with little or no front yard setback, the first floor should be 

elevated higher than the street to enable better supervision of the street 

and to increase the privacy of first floor units 

4. Where possible, first-floor units should provide individual entrances to the 

street to enhance the level of vitality, activity and pedestrian comfort on the 

street 

5. Incorporate windows within enclosed stairwells to exhibit human scale, 

reduce their visual bulk and enhance safety 

6. Where buildings are set back a significant distance from the street, they 

should have a sufficient presence to contribute to the street; consider 

opportunities for porches, picture windows and garden spaces 

7. Access control between commercial and residential uses should visually 

distinguish the division between public and private spaces 

Best Practices:  Stairs and a ramp are provided where there is a change in grade between the sidewalk and entrance 

Universal Accessibility 

1. Design to a high standard of 

accessible and adaptable 

design with the goal of 

accommodating the functional 

needs of all individuals 

including children, adults and 

those with visual, mobility or 

cognitive challenges 

2. Barrier-free universal design 

principles should be integrated 

into main routes and points of 

entry (i.e. ground-level 

entrances without stairs and 

wide interior doors and 

hallways) 
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Healthy Neighbourhoods SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To create safe and walkable neighbourhoods, accessible by all, where people 

are comfortable living, working and engaging in the pursuit of healthy lifestyles.  

To build neighbourhoods that promote physical activity, both utilitarian (activity 

to get somewhere or do something) and recreational (activity during leisure 

time) in support of positive health outcomes in the community.  

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Site Design 

Connections 

1. Create supportive environments that increase social interaction by 

providing places to gather including front yards, accommodating entrance 

ways, public plazas or communal gardens in multi-unit residential 

developments 

2. Connect parks, green spaces and recreational 

facilities with walkable connections that 

provide either loops or destinations via paths, 

trails or sidewalks suitable to the anticipated 

users (e.g. opportunities for challenging play 

for children) 

3. Access to active recreation areas such as 

playgrounds should be safe and located away 

from vehicular traffic 

4. Routes should be obvious and convenient; 

major pedestrian walkways should have a 

hard, slip-resistant surface and borders 

should be well-defined through the use of 

alternate materials, textures or landscaping 

5. Let-downs should be designed to 

accommodate wheelchair/scooter movement; 

raised curbs, landscaping and fencing should 

be avoided beside parking spaces for people 

with disabilities unless additional width is 

provided 

6. Accessibility features should be integrated 

into the overall design to provide ease of 

access for all occupants and visitors, regardless of physical capabilities 

7. Overall site layout should incorporate 

elements such as strong contrast of colours, 

paving treatments, bollards and tactile strips 

to facilitate ease of navigation and avoidance 

of obstacles 

8. Accommodate transit stops on or adjacent to 

the site 

Designing Healthy Living 

Being physically active is strongly 

linked to: 

 Better muscle strength, 

cardiovascular function and 

mental health. 

 Healthy development in 

children and youth 

 Healthy aging 

 Reduced risk for premature 

death, even with a small 

increase in physical activity 

 Reduced risk of diseases and 

conditions such as obesity, 

heart disease, some types of 

cancer, diabetes, dementia, 

osteoporosis and 

cardiovascular issues. 

 Better health of people who are 

living with various diseases and 

conditions. 

Source: Designing Healthy Living. The 

Chief Public Health Officer’s Report on the 

State of Public Health in Canada in 2017 
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comfortable pedestrian 

environments that encourages 
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Healthy Neighbourhoods SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To create safe and walkable neighbourhoods, accessible by all, where people 

are comfortable living, working and engaging in the pursuit of healthy lifestyles.  

To build neighbourhoods that promote physical activity, both utilitarian (activity 

to get somewhere or do something) and recreational (activity during leisure 

time) in support of positive health outcomes in the community.  

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Site Design 

1. Implement Crime Prevention through Environmental Design concepts into 

all new developments to improve public safety and deter vandalism 

including but not limited to: 

 Clear identification of public and private areas (e.g., through signs and 

fences) 

 Removing litter and graffiti 

 Reducing unused or underused 

spaces (e.g. avoid large gaps 

along the street and dead-end 

pathways) 

 Improving surveillance (e.g. 

improve visibility, strategic 

placement of windows, good 

street lighting) 

 Locating Bicycle storage in 

secure locations 

Best Practices—Lighting 

1. Design should improve opportunities for surveillance, improve visibility and 

avoid creating dark or shadowy places (particularly blind spots near 

dumpsters and parking areas); all entrances, pedestrian pathways, open 

spaces and parking areas should have adequate lighting at a human level 

2. All development should use low-impact lighting that reduces glare and 

spillage onto adjacent sites to illuminate uses and associated area. 

3. Dark sky principles 

apply; lighting on 

private roads should 

be pedestrian 

focused and should 

be located at lesser 

intervals than 

standard streetlights 

to achieve 

appropriate 

illumination 

Examples 
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cut-off or louver design that 

prevents light spill onto adjacent 
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Vibrant Neighbourhoods SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To create vibrant, visually interesting, compact neighbourhoods and building 

forms that recognize and emphasize the unique characteristics of the 

neighbourhood; enhance a feeling of community, economic vitality, 

environmental awareness, permanence and social conscience.  Visual quality 

contributes to a positive community image. 

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Buildings & Structures 

Embracing Diversity 

1. Include a mix of varied and compatible building styles to reinforce and 
enrich the character and vitality of the neighbourhood  

2. Encourage diversity of design; the shape, height, rooflines, architectural 
features and exterior finishes should be varied within and suitable to the 
streetscape and the evolution of the community over time; recognize that 
uniformity in design is not found in nature 

3. Building and site design should employ innovative and unique architectural 
design features to optimize site use (i.e. lake views, adaptable and flexible 
ground floor spaces that are able to respond to changing economies and 
reduce waste and lifecycle costs) 

4. The skyline should provide interest from up close and from a distance 

5. Create a positive relationship between the building and the street; portions 
of a building may be steeped back to facilitate pedestrian oriented activities 
such as merchandising, vending, resting, seating or dining (i.e. alcoves, 
courtyards, internal mall entrances and jogs in walls) 

4. Corner buildings should maximize commercial frontage, serve as anchors 
for the rest of the block and include landmark architectural features such 
as: 

 Special or decorative canopies 

 Balconies or articulated roof line features 

 A corner entrance 

 A prominent public art element 

7. Façade design should be visually 
interesting, engaging and respond to 
pedestrian needs by including: 

 Transparency at street level [by 
incorporating windows and creating 
interesting view corridors] 

 Lighting, display windows or public 
art at street level 

 Variations in colour, finishes, 
textures and interesting detail to 
allow the viewer to identify and 
remember the building  

 Building entries that are dramatic, 
inviting, easy to find and reflect the 
function of the use inside 

 Weather protection 

Targets 

 A diversity of residents and 

visitors are attracted to safely 

and affordably live, work, 

learn, shop and play 

 Enhanced art and culture add 

a positive dimension to lifestyle 

and interest or intrigue within 

the community 

 Increased economic activity 

(a.k.a. vitality!) 
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Vibrant Neighbourhoods SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To create vibrant, visually interesting, compact neighbourhoods and building 

forms that recognize and emphasize the unique characteristics of the 

neighbourhood; enhance a feeling of community, economic vitality, 

environmental awareness, permanence and social conscience.  Visual quality 

contributes to a positive community image. 

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Site Design & Landscaping 

1. Landscaping reinforces the character of the neighbourhood by creating a 

harmonious setting within each lot, block and from block to block 

2. Create an active and lively streetscape to attract people to public places 

3. Streetscapes should provide a high level of pedestrian comfort and interest 

4. Create focal points at street ends that encourage exploration; use end-of 

block focal points to draw people and activity down side streets 

5. Site design should employ innovative and unique architectural design 

features to optimize site use (e.g. lake views, adaptable and flexible ground 

floor spaces that are able to respond to changing economies and reduce 

waste and lifecycle costs) 

6. Feature public art to strengthen the role and prominence of arts and culture 

as an integral part of the identity of the neighbourhood and community 

7. Activate lanes and public spaces with art and 

culture (e.g. art in public foyers and 

accessible outdoor public spaces) 

8. Activate vacant sites or storefronts with 

community gardens, art displays and other 

interim users and improvements  

 

Target:  An interesting, well-organized and strong streetscape 
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Optimize Amenity SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To protect and enhance amenity for current and future generations of 

Peachland residents and visitors.  To capitalize on community assets, optimize 

views of natural and/or manmade features, add aesthetic appeal to the 

streetscape and provide privacy between dwelling units. 

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Buildings & Structures 

1. Building and site design should employ innovative and unique architectural 

design features to optimize site use (e.g. lake views, adaptable and flexible 

ground floor spaces that are able to respond to changing economies and 

reduce waste and lifecycle costs) 

2. Buildings should be oriented to allow balconies and outdoor living spaces to 

take advantage of views of the lake and year round sun exposure 

3. Reduce the visual impact and massing of enclosed elevator shafts with ar-

chitectural treatments 

Best Practices 

Neighbourhood  Amenity 

A consistent design theme for the community reflects the desire to step 

development down the hillsides towards the lake.  The intent is to protect the 

integrity of the public space at the waterfront, the pedestrian scale along key 

streets, the small town character and the views to the waterfront wherever 

practical.  While the scale may be different than in Kelowna, the concept is the 

same. 
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Optimize Amenity SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To protect and enhance amenity for current and future generations of 

Peachland residents and visitors.  To capitalize on community assets, optimize 

views of natural and/or manmade features, add aesthetic appeal to the 

streetscape and provide privacy between dwelling units. 

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Site Design & Landscaping 

Views 

1. Breaks in development/structures to 

allow view corridors through to the lake 

in the form of laneways, courtyards, 

outdoor amenity areas will be 

encouraged 

2. Use views to add interest and reinforce 

the natural character or an identity which 

is unique to man made features within 

the neighbourhood 

3. Site design should optimize existing 

views and vistas and create new ones 

where possible 

Parking Areas 

1. Parking areas should be located close to main building entrances or have a 

direct access route to the building; signage may be used to assist locating 

pedestrian routes and building entrances 

2. Where parking areas have the potential to be a source of noise and light 

that may affect adjacent residential units landscaping should be used to 

mitigate impacts 
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Landscaping should consider 

existing landscape features, sun 

access, privacy and usability; 

natural habitat is protected and 

urban ecology enhanced where 

practical 
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Improve Connection—Reduce Conflict 

Landscaping 

1. Site planning and landscaping should consider the view and shadow impact 

on adjacent buildings and public areas; whenever possible, solar exposure 

should be maximized 

2. Landscaping should be used to define the streetscape, add visual interest, 

soften the transition between and buffer adjacent land uses 

3. Consider opportunities to locate buildings around significant on-site trees or 

tree clusters, existing vegetation or other important natural features to rein-

force a ‘green’ image and provide natural and visual amenity 

Example of views Corridor 
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Environmentally Sustainable Neighbourhoods SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To improve neighbourhood and community sustainability and advance towards 

Official Community Plan and BC Climate Action targets.  

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Buildings & Structures 

1. Building design should incorporate current construction technology which 
may include energy and water conservation and efficiency features such as 
passive heating, lighting and cooling 

2. Buildings are oriented to optimize the benefits of solar orientation 

3. Use building-scale green building strategies such as eco-roofs, waste heat 
capture, solar generation, solar shading, geothermal, etc. in new and retro-
fits of existing buildings (e.g. harvest stormwater from roof surfaces and 
reuse for irrigation 

LED Lighting: 

 The installation of LED lighting and other leading-edge 
technologies is encouraged 

Best Practices 

 Incorporate renewable energy/

GHG reduction systems, such 

as geothermal, hydrothermal, 

solar energy generation and 

waste heat capture where 

these technologies can be 

employed without disruption of 

the neighbourhood character 

objectives 

 District asset management 

decisions consider GHG 

reduction and energy and 

water conservation targets 
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Environmentally Sustainable Neighbourhoods SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To improve neighbourhood and community sustainability and advance towards 

Official Community Plan and BC Climate Action targets.  

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Site Design & Landscaping 

1. Use natural systems and features of the site and its surroundings as a start-
ing point for project design (e.g. solar orientation) 

2. Electrical re-charging stations for vehicles should be provided in strategic 
locations 

3. Energy and water conservation and efficiency features should be incorpo-
rated into landscape design (e.g. landscape amenity space over parking 
structures) 

4. Native and/or drought tolerant, Okanagan-appropriate plant species shall 
be used in all landscaping to decrease watering requirements; Use drip irri-
gation at night to reduce evaporation 

5. Design landscaping to moderate the effect of wind where appropriate 

6. Deciduous trees may be used to provide shade in summer and let light into 
living spaces in the winter 

7. Natural drainage may be accommodated on site using techniques such as 
rain gardens, vegetated swales, separation of impervious surfaces, installa-
tion of below surface infiltration beds and tree box filters 

8. High-efficiency, water-saving, automatic irrigation systems should be pro-
vided to landscaped areas with particular attention to adequate watering 
during the establishment period to ensure survival of newly planted areas 

9. Use landscaping as breaks in hard surfaces (e.g. parking areas, patios) 

10. Non-essential impervious surfaces should be minimized; permeable parking 
pavers or shallow concrete swales may be used as an alternative treatment 
for surface drainage 

11. Incorporate stormwater collection and infiltration systems to recharge and 
minimize pollution of the natural hydrology system 

12. Integrated pest management measures are encouraged for landscape 
maintenance; herbicide and pesticide use is discouraged 

Best Practices 

 Landscaping should include native, drought-tolerant plants, provide 

seasonal colour and be complementary to plantings on neighbouring sites 

 All landscaping work and plant material conforms to the most recent edition 

of the British Columbia Landscape Standard published by the British 
Columbia Society of Landscape Architects 
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Landscaping can be used to: 

 Add visual interest (seasonal 

variety and colour), help define 

or enclose open space, 

moderate the effects of climate 

(cool street surfaces), provide 

shade and reduce the impact 

of winds 

 Soften the effect of large 

architectural feature or parking 

 Reduce glare from buildings 

 Create eco or “green” roofs on 

new buildings (planted with 

vegetation appropriate to the 

local climate i.e. xeriscaping) 

to provide both amenity space 

and environmental benefits 

such as providing habitat, 

filtering air pollution, infiltrating 

stormwater and countering the 

heat island effect.  Include 

space for urban agriculture 

and gardens where irrigation 

can be accommodated.  

 Increase the urban forest and 

advance towards the 30% tree 

canopy coverage  
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Sensitive Integration SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To integrate a variety of housing types, including smaller, more affordable, lower 

maintenance residential housing forms into existing neighbourhoods and to 

successfully transition from low density residential to more intensive residential 

uses.  New development should both preserve and enhance the special natural, 

historical or aesthetic features that help define the identity of the neighbourhood 

and be consistent with the future vision for the area. 

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Buildings & Structures 

1. Building mass, scale and height should relate positively to and complement 
the rhythm of adjacent buildings and the pattern of neighbourhood. 

2. Building height should be limited to three storeys; except: 

a. in manufactured home parks and manufactured home subdivisions 
wherein height should be limited to a single storey; and 

b. along Beach Avenue where height should step down to two storeys at 
the front lot line. 

3. Building height should be reduced by accommodating residential living 
space within the truss system of a proposed building using dormers 

4. Shadow impacts on adjacent properties should be reduced by stepping the    
building inward or by reducing the overall building footprint 

5. Strong primary roof forms should be supported by secondary roofs, gables, 
sheds or integrated skirt roofs to express a hierarchy and to visually support 
the primary roof line 

6. Roof pitches should reflect the predominant style in the neighbourhood 

7. Garage roofing should reflect the general character of the dwelling 

8. Roofing material should complement the overall building design 

9. Minimum and maximum front yard setbacks should reflect existing setbacks 

10. Windows should be of a simple configuration, strategically located and 
where possible, positioned uniformly within the building frame 

11. Exterior finishes should have a common theme; treatment around all win-
dows and doors should be of a consistent or coordinated design 

12. Landscaping should be used to soften the transition and provide a buffer 
between adjacent land uses 

Neighbourhood Character 

Neighbourhood Character may be defined as how the features of an area 

come together to make a particular place distinctive.  All new development 

should make a positive contribution to an area’s character, protecting and 

contributing to its valued natural, built and community qualities.  It is also im-

portant to consider how the area will change over time.  

Examples 
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the same building footprint 
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Best Practices (Options) 

Wall-to-window area ratios and the amount and type of open space provided can 
be used to preserve the proportions and patterns of existing residential dwellings. 

Best Practices (Options) 

Where it is not possible to achieve build-
ings of similar size and proportion to the 
surrounding residential buildings, the 
fronts of the buildings can be designed to 
create the appearance of smaller struc-

tures either by staggering the dwelling 
units or visually breaking up the façade 
with architectural detailing. 

Best Practices (Options) 

The use of exterior building materials similar to those used in older residen-
tial neighbourhood (i.e. combinations of wood, brick, stucco and stone).   

Best Practices (Options) 

Where possible, parking is     
accessed from a rear lane. 
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Livable Neighbourhoods SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To create comfortable, integrated indoor and outdoor living spaces respecting 
both the residential privacy and pedestrian experience in a well-organized 
streetscape. 

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Site Design & Landscaping 

1. Landscaping should delineate “private or semi-private space from public 
space without becoming a barrier to friendly interaction in the front yard 

2. Hedging in the front yard may delineate private and public spaces but 
should be kept low (no greater than 1m in height) 

3. Fencing in the front yard should be decorative and somewhat transparent 
or be combined with a landscape screen (such as picket type fence) 

4. Landscaping should incorporate living plant material, special pavements, 
low screen walls, gateways, planters or site furniture to enhance the land-
scape design 

5. A minimum of 40% of the front yard should be landscaped with trees, 
shrubs and perennials 

6. Rear or side yards may provide private amenity space depending on lot 
layout; outdoor space is adequately screened for privacy 

7. Side yards should be landscaped to reduce the impact of adjacent proper-
ties and uses; i.e. screen parking and service (garbage bins) areas 

8. Landscaping at corner lots shall not obscure the sightlines of motorists 

9. Landscaping, including trees and shrubs, should be completed within 6 
months of occupancy of the residence(s) to increase privacy, shade and 
amenity 

10. Entries and main living spaces may be elevated approximately 1m from the 
fronting sidewalk or street grade to create privacy 

11. Weather protection should be provided at doorway entrances 

12. Balconies, decks and patios may be inset into the building to improve pri-
vacy; private areas may be screened with latticework or landscaping 

13. Placement of windows, balconies and doors should be organized to ensure 
visual privacy between residences 

14. Windows should be spaced so that they do not align directly with those of 
other buildings 

15. Frosted windows may be used to protect privacy 

Best Practices 

Scale and location of planting material 
should be consistent with the context, 
complimentary to the building style 
and neighbourhood character to 
create a harmonious and unifying 
landscape along residential streets. 

Examples

 

Transparent fencing separates the 
public space from semi-private 
space 

 

Brickwork creates a sense of 
permanence 

 

Landscaping may be combined 
with low fencing to create a sense 
of separation 
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Vibrant Neighbourhoods SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To create vibrant, visually interesting, compact housing forms that recognize 

and emphasize the unique characteristics of the neighbourhood and enhance a 

feeling of permanence and community.  

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Buildings & Structures 

1. The shape, rooflines and architectural features and exterior finishes should 
be varied within a neighbourhood; i.e. using gables, hips and dormers 

2. Stone, brick or similar materials should be used to create a sense of 
permanence 

3. Stepped or alternate massing may be used to avoid a box-like appearance 

4. Upper floors should be proportionally smaller than the lower floors 

5. Window should be visually prominent and be emphasized through the use 
of complimentary accent colours, exterior casings and trim or similar 
architectural feature 

6. A combination of two or more building materials, in colours that reflect the 
Okanagan landscape with low value or brightness, should be used 

7. Significant repetition between adjacent houses should be avoided; identical 
designs should not be repeated within three adjacent properties 

Single detached or multi-unit 

Residential 

One style - Two building types 

Examples 

Varied roof forms and architectural 
styles create character 
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Sense of Community SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To create and emphasize the connected relationship between the residences, 

the street and the community; to promote the observation and natural 

surveillance of the street for comfort and safety while ensuring that spaces are 

designed to provide the features and amenities suitable to the needs of 

residents.  

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Buildings & Structures 

1. Buildings should front on abutting streets; main entrances should face the 
street, be clearly visible and be directly accessed from the public sidewalk 
or street by a safe, accessible, hard surface walkway 

2. In multi-unit residential buildings each ground-floor residence should be 
connected to the street 

3. Entries and main living spaces should be elevated no more than 1m from 
the fronting sidewalk or street grade, unless water table or flood construc-
tion levels dictate otherwise 

 

Guidelines (How) - Site Design & Landscaping 

1. Seating areas may be located in the front yard setback to promote the inter-
action of residents with people on the sidewalk 

2. Small front yards, front porches, balconies, verandas and covered entry-
ways may be used to create exterior living space 

3. The mass of the dwelling should be located close to the front setback to 
increase the amount of usable/livable space in the rear yard 

4. Parking areas may signal and accommodate alternative uses, such as play 
areas, by using alternative materials to those used on roadways 

5. Private roads and lanes should provide efficient circulation, encourage ap-
propriate speed through physical design and accommodate pedestrian use 
through the use of alternative paving materials or grade changes 

  Changes of surface finishes signals 
changes in purpose 

Examples 
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Celebrate People and Place SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To make people and place the focus in residential neighbourhoods; to celebrate 

buildings and outdoor activity space; to avoid undesirable gaps along the street 

and to prioritize the pedestrian experience by reducing the visual prominence of 

off-street parking. 

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Parking 

1. Architectural features should define entryways and useable outdoor space 

2. Off-street parking should not be visually prominent; the massing of garages 

should be secondary to the primary form of the home; garages may be 

recessed behind the front façade of the principle dwelling to achieve this 

3. Parking areas should be enclosed, located between or behind buildings or 

screened with landscaping 

4. The design and detailing of the garage should be consistent with the 

architectural style of the home, especially when doors are visible from the 

street 

5. Covered parking should be enclosed 

6. Where front facing garage doors are unavoidable, the impact on the public 

realm may be mitigated by: 

a. Designing residential units with enough width to include attractive 

entrances and windows between garages 

b. Recessing garage doors a minimum of 0.6m (2ft) behind the main 

building façade 

c. Providing interior spaces that overlook the street 

d. Limiting the width of the garage door to no more than 50% of the 

building width, as seen from the fronting road.  Where severe grade 

limitation allows the garage to be located within the basement level, the 

maximum width limitation need not apply 

 

 

ExamplesExamples of how 

architectural features and 

landscaping can define outdoor 

space 
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Optimize Views SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To capitalize on community assets, optimize views of natural and/or manmade 

features, add aesthetic appeal to the streetscape and provide privacy between 

dwelling units.  

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Site Design & Landscaping 

1. Landscaping should be used to define the streetscape, add visual interest, 
soften the transition between and buffer adjacent land uses 

2. Buildings should be oriented to allow balconies and outdoor living spaces to 
take advantage of views and year round sun exposure 

3. Interesting views and focal points into and out of the site may be created 
with landscaping 

4. Landscaping, including trees and shrubs, should be completed within 6 
months of occupancy of the residence(s) to increase privacy, shade and 
amenity 

5. Side yards should be landscaped to reduce the impact of adjacent proper-
ties and uses; i.e. screen parking and service (garbage bins) areas 

6. Winter effect should be considered in landscape design 

7. Native soils, trees, vegetation and habitat should be retained on site wher-
ever possible 

8. Okanagan-appropriate tree, shrub and perennial plant species should be 
used in landscaping 

 

Neighbourhood  Character 

The front yard is the “public” face 

of any property and it is usually 

the most visually accessible to the 

greatest number of people.  The 

quality, level of detail and overall 

design of the front yard sets the 

impression for the neighbourhood. 
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Landscaping should consider exist-

ing landscape features, sun access, 

privacy and usability; natural habitat 

is protected where possible 
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Safe and Accessible Neighbourhoods SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To create safe and walkable neighbourhoods, accessible by all, where people 

are comfortable to live and engage with neighbours.  

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) - Subdivision & Site Design 

1. Large and undesirable gaps along the street should be avoided; the 
pedestrian experience should be prioritized by integrating sidewalks and 
trails into the neighbourhood 

2. Street trees should be provided as a component of all new development 
(Tree plantings should be located 2.0m back from the sidewalk or roadway 
at approximately 15.0m spacing; the same species should be used on each 
side of the street) 

3. Crime Prevention through Environmental Design principles and techniques 
should be implemented in neighbourhood and building design 

4. Opportunities for natural surveillance should be maximized; windows 
should be oriented toward the primary street frontage to allow people to 
easily view what is happening around them during everyday activities 

5. Lighting on private roads should be pedestrian focused and should be 
located at lesser intervals than standard streetlights to achieve appropriate 
illumination 

6. High-intensity lighting shall generally not be considered in accordance with 
Dark Sky principles 

7. Barrier-free universal design principles should be integrated into main 
routes and points of entry 

8. Building entrances should provide weather protection  

9. Routes should be obvious and convenient 

10. Raised curbs, landscaping and fencing should be avoided beside parking 
spaces for people with disabilities unless additional width is provided 

11. Let-downs should be designed to accommodate wheelchair/scooter 
movement 

Best Practices—Accessibility 

 Accessibility features should be integrated into the overall design to provide 
ease of access for all residents, regardless of physical capabilities 

 Pathways and other pedestrian routes should be constructed of a hard, slip
-resistant surface with a minimum width of 920mm and avoid slopes of 
more than 1 unit rise for every 12 
units of length 

 Overall site layout should incorpo-
rates elements such as strong con-
trast of colours, paving treatments, 
bollards and tactile strips to facilitate 
ease of navigation and avoidance of 
obstacles  

Examples 
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Best Practices 

Lighting luminaires should be a full 

cut-off or louver design that 

prevents light spill onto adjacent 

properties 
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Sustainable Neighbourhoods SECTION 

Intent (Why) 

To improve neighbourhood and community sustainability and advance towards 

Official Community Plan and BC Climate Action targets.  

 Applicability (Where) 

Guidelines (How) 

1. Energy and water conservation and efficiency features should be incorpo-
rated into building and landscape design

2. Native and/or drought tolerant, Okanagan-appropriate plant species shall
be used in all landscaping

3. Landscaping may be designed to moderate the effect of wind where appro-
priate

4. Deciduous trees may be
used to provide shade in
summer and let light into
living spaces in the winter

5. Natural drainage may be
accommodated on site
using techniques such as
rain gardens, vegetated
swales, separation of impervious surfaces, installation of below surface infil-
tration beds and tree box filters

6. Permeable parking pavers or shallow concrete swales may be used as an
alternative treatment for surface drainage

7. Non-essential impervious surfaces should be minimized

8. Building design may incorporate passive heating, lighting and cooling

9. Buildings are oriented to optimize the benefits of solar orientation

Best Practices 

 Permeable and decorative surfacing materials 

such as brick, concrete pavers, textured concrete, 
coloured paving or grasscrete may be used in 
place  of solid expanses of asphalt or concrete 

 FireSmart landscaping techniques shall be 
employed (i.e. no combustible mulch) 

Examples of xerioscaping 
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