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Household	Participation	in	Outdoor	Activities	
 
1a. Do you or anyone in your household participate in any of these outdoor activities? 
 
Survey respondents were asked if they or anyone in their households participated in any of 
29 types of outdoor activities. For seasonal activities, they were told to answer for the time 
of year the activity is engaged in. The information obtained from this question provides a 
snapshot of how Peachland residents are recreating outdoors and the relative popularity of 
various outdoor activities. The District of Peachland does not provide facilities or support for 
many of these activities and wouldn’t be expected to, but a comprehensive picture provides 
a context for those activities that are supported by facilities, programs, etc. and allows the 
tracking of changing trends in recreation. 
 
As shown on the next chart, the top six outdoor activities of Peachland residents are: 
 

 going to the beach  
 hiking or walking 
 gardening 
 swimming outdoors  
 picnicking or social gatherings and   
 dog walking. 

Only 2% of random sample households and 5% of open access households reported no 
outdoor activities. 
 
 There is a higher incidence of dog walking among open access participants (56%) 

than random survey respondents (43%), and also a higher incidence of mountain 
biking (35% and 24%) and other unspecified outdoor activities (11% and 3%). 
 

Higher levels of participation were found for some activities for households with children. 
The results below are based on the random sample data, but generally held for open 
access households too.  

 
 In comparison with households without children, households with children were more 

likely to engage in swimming outdoors, picknicking / social gatherings, boating / 
fishing, road biking, running / jogging, cross country skiing \ snowshoeing, 
paddleboarding, mountain biking, ice skating outdoors, baseball / softball, soccer, 
skateboarding, outdoor hockey, volleyball and were the only participants in BMX off 
roading and T-ball. 
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Priorities	for	Improvements	to	Indoor	and	Outdoor	Recreation	Facilities	
and	Programs		
 
11. Which of the following seven potential priorities for facility and program improvements 
are most important to you? Which of these is your first choice, second choice and third 
choice for improvement? 

As shown in the next chart, the two first choice priorities of the largest percentages of 
random survey respondents were: 
 
 improved trails and amenities and 
 improved parks and park amenities. 

 
Next were:  
 
 improved indoor recreation and arts spaces  
 improved outdoor sports amenities and 
 improved general recreation programs.    

 
One in ten survey participants either had no opinion or did not know what to choose, and 
another one in twenty felt that no additional improvements are needed.  
 
 Random sample households with children were more likely to choose improved 

outdoor sports amenities (25%) as their first choice for improvements as compared 
to households without children (8%).  
 
Those without children were more likely to choose improved trails and amenities as 
their first choice for improvements (23%) as compared to households without 
children (8%). 
 
Open access households with children were more likely to choose improved parks 
and park amenities (72%) as compared to households without children (42%). A 
difference was also found for improved outdoor sport amenities (chosen by 52% with 
children and by 28% without children). 
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Survey	Purpose 

The District of Peachland has initiated an inclusive and far reaching public consultation 
process in conjunction with renewal of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. The new 
Master Plan will provide direction over the next ten years to prepare our community for 
population growth, changing socio-demographics and meeting the current and future needs 
of residents. The availability of parks, recreation programs and special events contribute to 
our quality of life and play a key role in providing opportunities for residents to keep healthy 
and active, be socially connected and feel a sense of belonging.  

Studies have shown that the size of the tax-base in Peachland has limited capacity to 
contribute to both the capital and operating costs of new aquatic or arena facilities.  As 
such, because the feasibility of these types of facilities exceed the window of the current ten 
year Master Plan, arenas and pools are not being considered in the 2017 Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan. 

This survey is an important part of the public consultation process. In appreciation for your 
time and interest, survey respondents will be invited to enter a draw for 4 prizes. The prizes 
are: 4 - $20 Gift Certificates to the Community Centre and/or programs. 

 

When a final paper version of the survey questions was approved, the questionnaire was 
programmed for online completion and tested for unambiguous language and instructions, 
proper programming of question skip patterns and easy navigability.   

Survey	Process 

City staff compiled a spreadsheet of all residential addresses within the boundaries of the 
District of Peachland using the database of the B.C. Assessment Authority, which contains 
all properties. Once received by the consultants, the addresses were inspected and cleaned 
of any duplicates. A random sample of 1,200 addresses was selected to receive a survey 
invitation letter inviting a resident at that address who is 18 years or older to participate in 
the survey. To apply some control over selection of respondent within the household, the 
adult with the next birthday was requested to answer the survey questions. The web-based 
survey was accessed from the District website and completed online.  
 
The survey invitation letters were mailed on May 8, 2017, and the deadline for completion of 
the survey was May 26, 2017. The web-based survey was no longer available for access 
after May 29, 2017.    
 
Data	Analysis	

Prior to analysis, mathematical weights were applied to selected demographic variables to 
ensure that the sample is representative of the District’s adult population. Using 2016 
Census information for gender, adult age bracket and households with and without children, 
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weights were calculated and applied to the survey data of each of these three demographic 
variables.  

Sample	Size	and	Participation	Rate		
	
The total random sample is 112 respondents, and 98 residents answered the survey 
questions using the open access link. After running comparisons and tests of differences, it 
was determined that there were relatively few significant statistical differences between the 
main results of the two samples and so the two groups of survey participants were 
combined to produce a total sample of 210. Results are reported for random sample and 
total respondents in the charts, and statistically significant differences between the 
responses of the random sample and open access participants are identified in the written 
summary. 

A sample of 112 provides reliable results that can be expected to be accurate at least plus 
or minus 9.1 percentage points 19 times out of 20. Another way of stating this is: a sample 
of 112 has a margin of error of 9.1 at the 95% level of confidence. The results for the 
combined sample of 210 has a margin of error of 6.6 at the 95% level of confidence. The 
reliability of results for demographic groups will be less reliable than the results for the total 
sample.  

Undeliverable letters due to vacant premises, etc. were returned by Canada Post to District 
Hall. The undelivered letters totaled 113. Subtracting the 113 addresses of the undelivered 
letters from the total addresses of the mail-out sample of 1,200 yields 1,087 residential 
addresses where householders can be assumed to have received an invitation to 
participate in the survey. The random survey participation rate is 112 / 1087 = 10.3%. 

Reporting	of	Results 

The main findings of the survey are presented in a chart for each question and summary 
text. Statistically significant differences between the random sample and open access 
participants and households with and without children are identified and summarized. 

Sample	Characteristics	

The characteristics of the survey participants after data weighting are summarized below. 

Are you male or female? 

52% of both the random sample and open access participants are female and 48% are 
male.  

     

What is your age bracket?  

A third of participants are under 55 years of age, and almost two in five are 65 and older. 
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